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Discovering Ancestors’ Stovies
Using Google Eavrth by Tevesa Austin £

| do not take for granted that | can
access all the information | need
from my living room couch. Up to
very recently, people had to take
long sabbaticals and travel all over
the country, visiting libraries and
courthouses to search through
reams of documents for rare nug-
gets of information about their fami-
ly's past.

One of the most valuable online re-
sources for me has been Google
Earth. On my com-
puter, | can visit and
explore the actual
places where myf
ancestors built their
lives. Using street
view to walk the
streets, view build-
ings, and look at the
relationships be-
tween places, | have
gained insight into
my ancestors' lives
that at times has
broken through a
wall in my research.
This strategy has
made my family’s
history immensely real and tangible,
and has greatly affected my under-

standing of their lives. | can look at
their homes (if they are still stand-
ing), and can take a snapshot of a
building to include in my documen-
tation. If | find a plat of a town from
previous centuries, | can compare it
to the current landscape and pin-

point the location of property
owned. Even local
street names have

provided clues to my
family's history. The
number of instances
where this resource
has helped me are
countless.

Here is a specific ex-
ample of how Google
Earth helped me. In
® 2015, an older rela-
N tive gave me a framed
&8 picture that had been
¥ sent to her mother. It
¥ was a sepia-toned pic-
ture of an old Episco-
pal church. Under the picture it said,

(Continued on page 4)
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Newsletter Submissions

As a VBGS member, this is your newsletter and relies on you for content.
Whether it’s short, long, a personal find, or information to share,
send submissions to newsletter@vbgsva.net.

Click to find VBGo online

fR £

Facebook,

on the web Facebook, Bluesky

public page member page

VBGo is a proud member of

The National
Genealogical Society

The Virginia
Genealogical Society

Princess Anne County/Virginia

Beach Historical Society

We want to hear from you!

+Speaker or topic
suggestions

+What you like

+What could be
improved

+What you want to get
involved with

+Events VBGS should
participate in

Use the email links or
contact the administrator,
Mary Ann Simmons, at
admin@vbgsva.net

For more information, visit
vbgsva.net/about--contact

VBGo Leadership

Board Members

President: Heather Wright

Vice President: Lori Sherwood
Secretary: Linn Baiker
Treasurer: Craig Fenton

Past President: Wendy Bransom

Members at Large:
Carmen Cross, Cynthia Walsh
Diana Quinn, Raymond Smith

Committee & Group Chairs

Book Club: Laura Lavene
DNA Group: Sara Kidd
Education: Diana Quinn
How-to Group: Diana Quinn
Librarian: Diane LeCroy
Lunch and Learn: April Owens
Membership: Lori Sherwood
Newsletter: Heather Wright
Program: Mary Ann Simmons
Publicity: Barbara Murray
Social: Debbie Christian
Social Media Ambassador:
Laura Lavene
Webmaster: Donald Moore
Writers Group: Carol Johnson

Objectives

1. To help individuals conduct genealog-

‘Founding

histories.

The Virginia Beach Genealogical Society

was founded in 1983. While some mem- 2.
bers are interested in local genealogy,
like the city itself, most are not originally
from the area. As a result, the group has
far-reaching areas of interest.

ical research and compile their family

To educate, including lectures, dis-
cussions, and workshops.

3. To create and foster an interest in
genealogy.

4. To gather and preserve genealogical

and historical data.

Membership

The membership year is Sep-Aug,

$25/individual
$35/household of 2
Free for ages 25 and under!

For more information and to
become a member, visit
vbgsva.net/membership

current members: 150
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President's Message

Although | am your current presi-
V. dent, I’'m writing this as your
- newsletter editor.

g This issue marks a full four years
of issues as editor. Early on, in
going through old records, not
only did | find VBGS entered the
NGS Newsletter Competition in 1997 and 2002, we
were chosen as a co-winner with the Carroll County
Genealogical Society in 2002. So, when | found the
competition was still being held in 2022, | couldn’t re-
sist entering.

While | had not expected to win, | was surprised at
some of the critiques. Feedback from two of the three
judges included “Need a better mix of article topics.”
and “Most content focused on personal stories, per-
sonal learning and habits, family treasures.”

Find the most up-to-date calendar on the YBGo homepage.

Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 3

The judges may have taken these as weaknesses, but |
see them as strengths.

Our newsletter is built on member submissions, not
planned articles like a newspaper or scholarly journal.
And while the second critique could be read as a posi-
tive, as the score was 20/40, it doesn’t seem that way.

That second statement is a key goal of VBGS—to help
people learn to research and preserve their family his-
tory. Not only does the sharing of our personal stories
keep our ancestors alive but allows us to learn each
other’s research techniques, resources and more.

| have not entered our newsletter in the competition
again. | typically receive positive feedback from mem-
bers, and that’s who this is for. | had only taken on the
role of editor the year prior to being (unexpectedly)
elected president and wasn't ready to give it up so
soon. | still enjoy putting together your newsletter and

hope you still enjoy it as well! heathner WRIghT

Monthly Meetings are open to all, while small group meetings and social events are typically for members

only. All but Lunch and Learn meetings are hybrid or Zoom only. The small groups may occasionally have a

guest speaker but are generally led by fellow VBGS members.

CALENDAR & MEETINGS

sons shared. Meetings are held on Zoom only.

. - Generally held the second Thursday of the month, September to June, at the Meyera
E. Oberndorf Central Library. Most meetings have a professional genealogist guest speaker. Non-

members are welcome to join us at the library or send a Zoom link request to meetings@vbgsva.net.

. - A Special Interest Group focused on DNA research. Meetings are held on Zoom only.

. - A Special Interest Group focused on learning and practicing a wide variety of research

techniques, tips, and more. Sessions generally are 30-40 minutes with time for Q&A and practice of les-

. - An in-person only Special Interest Group that meets on select Saturdays at the Mey-

era E. Oberndorf Central Library. The 1.5-2 hour meeting generally shares computer-based techniques
before Q&A and practice time. Those who wish to stay, meet for lunch afterwards.

. - A Special Interest Group focused on writing techniques and tools. Meetings are held on
Zoom only.

. - Hosted by the Social Committee, this group meets quarterly to discuss a genealogical or his-
torical book.

. - Organized by the Social Committee, the outings include private historical tours, re-

search trips, and more. Space may be limited and registration required.
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Gﬁﬁ@'f Earth (Continued from page 1)

"Episcopal Church Parker Avenue, Fort Lee, N. J." She
supposed it was our Abbott family's church and won-
dered if it would help me with my research.

| first had to find out the name of the church. | did a
search on Google of Episcopal churches in Fort Lee, and
found only one that fit our family's location in the city...
except, it was on Palisades Avenue, not Parker Ave-
nue. Hmmm. | opened Google Earth and zoomed in on
the location. | looked around a little in street view and
discovered that

Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 4

lot of years of traveling to get information. Coinci-
dentally, | am in possession of all of Mr. Eggers' corre-
spondence with the great aunt who gave me the
framed postcard. Pieces of the puzzle fell together neat-

ly.

Fast forward to 2022. Matt and | decided to join forces in
our research. We were able to meet in person and visit
Fort Lee, NJ together. We visited the Church of the Good
Shepherd and were properly in awe to stand in the place
where our mutual ancestors were baptized in the
1800’s. We had learned from Google Earth that the

church was directly

there was a “Parker”
Avenue that ran par-|
allel to Palisades be-
hind the church. A
closer inspection
found that the larger
part of the building
facing Palisades has
been added on to|
the original smaller
building facing Par-
ker. Bingo! It was
called the Church of |
the Good Shepherd.
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Then, on a whim, |[a

% across the street
| from the family’s
( < home address. We
SR S would not have been
. r;uml’: able to accomplish
~ these exciting dis-
- | coveries without the
Mf f’;/ pr g?:.;f;:__.-, F God use of Google Earth

SR ‘\ _ to put the pieces of
o g 1 | the puzzle together.

=t - P.S.: | attended the

: + Zoom class offered
" | by the VBGS “How-
| To” group on Tues-

= G
/

disassembled the

frame and lifted up the corner of the picture. To my sur-
prise it revealed a postcard! There was writing on it; it
was a message sent to my great-great Aunt "Bonnie"
Abbott from her sister “May" in 1917. Rebecca Abbott's
grandson, Matt, just happened to be one of my new-
found cousins on Ancestry, so | emailed him photos of
the postcard. He said, “very cool!” He told me that
May's grandson, Ray Eggers, Jr., compiled most of the
Abbott family genealogy back in the days when it took a

VBGS Member Badgé ¢

Add this badge to your social media,
website, blog, or any other digital profile.
Download the file from the member-only
area of the resources page, https://
www.vbgsva.net/resources.html.

day, April 14th about
Google Maps and Google Earth. Jim Thornhill gave a very
informative presentation. | realized that | have barely
scratched the surface of what can be done with Google
Earth! | would encourage you to view the recorded video
of the class.

Editor’'s note: The recording is available to members
through June 20, 2026.

VBGS Elections

The VBGS Board has three positions coming up for
election in June. Treasurer and two Members at Large.
If you are interested in getting more involved, contact
Heather at president@vbgsva,net.
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Two Plaques Preserve One Veterans Story
By Diana Quinn

My family recently donated two handmade plaques created by my grandmother’s brother,
Charles William Giddens, to the MacArthur Memorial in Norfolk, Virginia. One honors his

fesceseoevrrrr7EZZR World War | service in the 42nd Infantry Division, better known as the “Rainbow Division.”
P27 07 72 77 N\N\ XN\ N\ N\
The other reflects his later Navy service in World War Il as well as his World War | Army
service. Together, they preserve a small but meaningful part of his military story.

The Rainbow Division was organized in 1917 from
National Guard units drawn from across the coun-
try. Douglas MacArthur helped organize the divi-
sion and is credited with its well-known nickname,
saying it stretched across the United States “like a
rainbow.” The division went on to serve in several
major World War | campaigns and became one of
the best-known American divisions of the war.

Charles William Giddens served as a sergeant in
Company A of the 149th Machine Gun Battalion.
He arrived in France in November 1917 and re-
turned home in April 1919. During his service
overseas, he was wounded three times, one of
them severely.

Uncle Charlie took pride in his years of service.
According to family recollections, he made
plagues commemorating his own military service
as well as plaques honoring others. My mother
said that he made the plaques and that his wife,
Louise, painted them. Those details make these
pieces especially meaningful, not only as military
memorabilia but also as family-made objects con-
nected to his life and memory.

(Continued on page 6)

Charles William Giddens served in both the Army and the Navy. The top
photo shows him at Fort Sill at machine gun school just before World War
I. The lower left image shows him in his early Army years, and the photo
on the right was taken in Hollywood, Florida, where he was stationed
throughout his World War Il Navy service
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TWO plGC]UGS (Continued from page 5)

Last month, these two plaques found a permanent home at the MacArthur Memorial, a museum and research cen-
ter dedicated to General Douglas MacArthur and to the men and women who served with him in World War |,
World War Il, and the Korean War. It is a fitting place for them. | think Uncle Charlie would be pleased to know that
these pieces of his story are being preserved and shared with others.

MacArthur Memorial, “From the Collection: The 42nd ‘Rainbow’ Division was established in August 1917 ...,” Facebook post, 11 August
2025 (https://www.facebook.com/macarthurmemorial/posts/from-the-collection-the-42nd-rainbow-division-was-established-in-august-
1917-a-y/1471443374416870/ : accessed 3 February 2026).

e —— b ————

Handmade plaque created by
Charles William Giddens com-
memorating his military service in
both the Army and the Navy. The
front bears the words “Duty, Hon-
or, Country.” The reverse records
his service in Company E, 15th
U.S. Infantry, from 28 March 1911
to 25 March 1914; Company L, 4th
Pennsylvania National Guard In-
fantry, Easton, Pennsylvania, from
23 June 1916 to 15 July 1917,
Company A, 149th Machine Gun Battalion, 42nd Division, France, from 15 July 1917 to 7 April 1919; and the Naval
Air Gunners School, USNR, from 8 September 1942 to 16 June 1945. It also notes his World War | medal and gives his
birth date as 2 December 1892.

Handmade plaque created by Charles
William Giddens commemorating his
World War | Army service in the Rainbow
Division. The plaque identifies him as a
sergeant in Company A, 149th Machine
Gun Battalion, 42nd Division, and notes
his Purple Heart, Silver Star, and three
major engagements in France.
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alogy research can tie into America’s 250th anniversary.

Think about how gene-

Maybe exploring historical documents, letters, or news-
papers from the Revolutionary era to uncover family
stories. Perhaps looking into how your own family’s his-
tory intersects with American history.

Written records from the past help us understand the
lives of our ancestors and their contributions to Ameri-
can history. Letters and diaries offer personal insights
into historical events, making the past more relatable
and tangible.

Revolutionary era research, exploring documents, news-
papers, and letters from around 1776, can uncover sto-
ries of ancestors who shaped America’s founding.

Websites that offer access to historical newspapers are

[l
o p—

*. 250th Anniversary
1} by Barbara Murray

QEQE!
e 2 )

Genealogy Connection to America’s

perfect for finding
your family or re-

searching local

events during this

time. Stories you Photo created with Meta Al

should especially

look for are about ancestors who played a role in US his-
tory, such as tales of immigration, migrations, or pio-

neering spirit.

Genealogy helps Americans connect with their roots,
fostering a sense of belonging and national pride, and
family stories are the heartbeat of genealogy. They're
the anecdotes, legends, and memories passed down
through generations, often revealing the character,
struggles, and triumphs of our ancestors.

1926 Irish census - Now Online

The 1926 Irish census is now freely available online through the National
Archives of Ireland. It was taken on 18 April 1926, and the National Ar-
chives officially released it online on 18 April 2026. It is the first census
of the Irish Free State.

Visit the following link to search the 1926 Irish census and learn how the
census forms were completed and organized:
https://nationalarchives.ie/search-the-1926-census-2/census-1926/
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VBGS Visits the Newbold-White House

The VBGS Social Committee organized a visit to the
Newbold-White House in Hertford, Perquimans Co.,
—"1 North Carolina on April 11, 2026.

This remarkable home, recognized as the oldest brick
Quaker house in the state, was built in 1730 by Abra-
ham Sanders with bricks made and fired on the prop-
erty. The glaze on the bricks caused the house to shim-
mer in the sunlight. The imported windowpanes were
a sign of both craftsmanship and prosperity during the
colonial period.

Originally known as The Vineyard, the property was
planted with muscadine grapes, some of which contin-
ue to grow today—linking the present to nearly three
centuries of history.

—

o

The group learned how the Sanders family traveled to
market and Quaker meeting houses by periauger.

A periauger was a shallow-draft cargo boat commonly

used in coastal North Carolina. It went by several names, including
pettiaugua, a term believed to derive from the French meaning “small t
watercraft.” Typically constructed from cypress logs, it could be rowed or
sailed and required ballast or cargo to stabilize it in the water. '

After the tour, we traveled to Edenton for lunch at The Herringbone On | {
The Waterfront. Like our B :
earlier destination, it is |
housed in a historic build-
ing dating to 1898, origi-
nally serving as a herring
icehouse. The day was
lovely, the food was deli-
cious, and the company
was exceptional.
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from your Education Committee

How I added Ancestry's Prioritized People
to my Chrome toolbar
Adding a list of prioritized people to my Chrome toolbar helps me quickly open the person | want to research, with

fewer distractions and fewer rabbit holes. These same instructions can also be used with any tag. Ancestry limits you
to 10 prioritized people, but other tags do not appear to have that limit.

Please note that these instructions were originally shared with those who attended the March Lunch and Learn.
Since then, Ancestry has moved and renamed some items, and those changes have made the process easier.

1. Open your tree in Ancestry.
2. Find a person you want to keep at your fingertips. You can prioritize up to 10 profiles.
3. Click the star next to that person’s name on the person’s profile page. The star will become red.
4. After you have marked all the people you want to prioritize, click on Find in tree.
Mary Lucy Glynn *
- BIRTH FEBRUARY 1865 » Putney, Windham, Vermont, USA
“F&.‘, DEATH OCTOBER 22, 1926 = Phillipsburg, NJ
’ @ great-grandmother [ | @ Addtags
[E) Notes/comments >+ Merge with duplicate & Print 28 Member connect (D Checkforemors PRO 4, (
H i i Filt:
5. On the right you will see a list under S Julia Harvey - ers
. . . - Tree ratin
Find in tree. Go to the bottom and click ﬁ e fpor’ Mrandmeties e
on List of all people. Mary Harvey N Tree Checker D) v
6. When the list opens you will see the first ’ “T0 o pandaon —
page of a list of all people in your tree. o e Family line G2 o
Just under the tree title, click Filter. P R p— - i
. . Events & places [} -
7. Onthe right side of your screen look at | 32 List of all people /
Hints ([EEED -
the list of Filters.
MyTreeTags™
8. Scroll down to Research Status Tags, expand it, and choose Prioritized Person. . CustomTags .
You will now see all your Prioritized Persons. DNA Tags -
9. Close the Filters list on the right. Peakica i
Relationzships Tags w
10. Save your page to your Chrome toolbar. Press Ctrl + D, then choose the Bookmarks
Research Status Tags -~
bar as the location, rename it to Prioritized Persons, and click Done. . Actively Ressarching
Brick Wall
Compiate
This same procedure can be used with any of the tags in the Filters list. For example, | have Hypotess
a custom tag for ancestors from County Clare, Ireland, so | can pull up all those people di- | Froizeaporcon. Smm—
rectly from my Chrome toolbar. P e
Verified
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Website Updates

There are three big updates to be aware of in the member-only area of the website.

Handouts

There was previously a page which contained only
handouts, created due to a number of handouts not be-
ing associated with a recording. This page has now
been combined with the recording page and, if there is
no accompanying recording, it is noted.

The most recent handout/recording for each meeting
(i.e., How-To Group) will be located at the top. As some-
thing new is posted, the prior one will be filed into a cat-
egory lower on the page.

Writers Group recordings

As the Writers Group meetings often take the form of
sharing and discussion, it has been decided to reduce
their quantity. As time allows, the VBGS YouTube Editor
will revisit the recordings, preserving the tips and more
formal lessons, while removing the portions or entire
recordings that don’t retain as much long term refer-
ence value.

¢ ———mmml) ¢ ¢ 0 GEEE— @

In the clipping of the searchable newsletter
index at right, the word “picnic” was

Q &5 2 &

searched for and gave 52 results. (Word

counts, not issues.) -

Document tabs

Note the May 1984 and March 1995 issues -

Searchable archive 1984-1954 B % & OS] &) Shar

File Edit View Insert Format

Newsletter Archive

The newsletter archive is now fully searchable! Instead
of relying on a manually created keyword index, all is-
sues have been converted into Google Docs where any
term can be searched for.

This format is not intended for reading, only for search-
ing, and using it is simple enough. On the archive page,
there are two tabs, “newsletters” and “search the ar-
chive.”

1. In “search the archive,” click into the document and
open a search bar by hitting Ctrl + F (Windows)
or Cmd + F (MAC).

2. Type in your search term and hit enter.

3. Scroll through the results, noting the issue(s) of in-
terest. (Each issue is in a separate tab, designated as
the month and year published.)

4. Click into the “newsletters” tab and download the
issues as pdf files.

Tools Extensions Help

A = 0% ~ | Normaltext = Times

|

VIRGINIA I

March 1934
Newsletter 16 Mz 108

B Feb 1984 Eempavills Library. And there are :ome exciting change: in sare »
are highlighted. You can either scroll B mar a4 12 April 1984
. . . e word and Kih Restauwrant on the 2nd floor of Thalmierz at Military
through the issue here to investigate further Wicher et -
& dan19as fex ws, Jr., Director st ‘or Scottish Swdies al Tw
or go to the “newsletters” tab to download e g Tl e o o 4 280
B May 1985 speak on Scottish Emigration to the Dominion:. Rezervations should be called in |
the issue in its original format. e 5 Aprilo:
Marths Miller 407-2566 Patrv Schaffer  Are being allowed to order from the
a Searchable archive 1995-1999 & # & D H ) = I ‘
File Edit Vview Insert Format Tools Extensions Help )
newsletters search the archive )
QA b ¢ @ A § 100% v | Normaltest ~ | Times ~ —[97]+ B I U A 2| 7 ~
& k
Below are all VBGS newsletters, available to view and download as NEWSLETTER ReSEARCHING ITALIA
If you don't know what issue you want, use the "search the archive” e BRINGS BONA
i B Mar 1995 CIETY ISSN: 1044-5297 FORTU NA JOY TO VB(
2025: Vol 43 Feb 2026 May 2026 Al E
olume € A 1g E Jun1995 MEMBER wiritten By Donna Luzzl Kiet
2025: Volume 42 Feb2025 May 2025 Aug_ e Remembering
T Hanl M ranoa Qxrnms
2024: Volume 41 Feb 2024 May 2024 Aug2024 Nov 2024
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| love newspapers.

Over the years, | have spent
a good amount of time re-
searching Nathaniel Crow (1862-1923), my 2nd great-
grandfather, both in and out of newspapers. | still have
some areas I'd like to dig into further, but | have learned
quite a bit.

He becomes a schoolteacher by the age of 23" and a
postmaster by 24.% In 1900, he begins purchasing prop-
erty at and near the intersection of Waverly and Peebles
streets in Wilkinsburg, a neighborhood in Pi'ctsburgh.3
He opens a meat market/grocery there by 1903* and
rents out apartments® and at least one house.® Except
for a few years around 1910 and 1911, he is found in
Wilkinsburg as a grocer until about 1920.”

According to a 1992 letter written to my aunt from an
extended family member, Nathaniel, wife Elizabeth
Brown, and their youngest of three sons, Harry, my
great-grandfather, live in Texas. It doesn’t say when but
mentions they are enticed to move by family. | have yet
to find the connection.

As luck would have it, they appear in Brazoria Co., TX for
the 1910 census.? To top it off, son
Harry is found in a newspaper as
salutatorian when he graduates
from Angleton High School in 1911.°
They likely move back to Wil-
kinsburg that same year, as he is
again found as a grocer at Peebles
and Waverly in the 1912 city direc-
tory."’ For the few years they are
away, eldest son Arthur manages
the store.™

Nathaniel is 57 in 1920, and seem-
ingly ready for a change. In February of

Chasing the Lead
by Heather Wright

https://archives-unilever.com/discover/stories/

;J%//m\,

chase a home on Montgomery Ave."® and he works as a
traveling salesman for the Chambersburg Wholesale
Company from then until his death from a heart attack
in April 1923."*0Only five months prior, in November
1922, the couple purchases land and begins the process
to build, what | can only assume is, their forever
home."

Even when | feel like | have searched for someone pretty
extensively in newspapers, | will occasionally check
again. To my surprise, when | searched for Nathaniel in
March 2025, | found a little gem in the March 14, 1897,
issue of The Pittsburgh Press. Nathaniel wins a bike in a
Sunlight Soap contest.'® (Although | didn’t mention
Braddock earlier, | have him documented there from
about 1894-1897.")

-
-

Mr. Nathaniel Crow, £14 Washington
avenue, Hraddock, hag been tha recipient
of onea of the £100 Plerca Special bleyeles
o1t of the 20 which are given each month
for Sunlight Boap wrappers. This bicycela
is on exhibition this week In the Carnegie
Co-operative store’'s window,of that place,

: —

And with this bit of information,
the hunt begins.

The contest

Finding information on the con-
test is easy, as ads are bounti-
ful.’® There are four districts:

1. New York City, Brooklyn, Long
Island, Staten lIsland, and New
Jersey

2. New York (all other locations)

UK Sunlight Soap packaging ¢1900.

3. Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mar-

that year, he sells two pieces of his Wil-

brands-with-a-purpose

yland, West Virginia, and the Dis-

kinsburg property.*

Whether he decides to move first or pursue a new ca-
reer, I’'m not sure, but around April 1921, he and Eliza-
beth move to Chambersburg, Franklin Co., PA. They pur-

trict of Columbia

4. The New England States

(Continued on page 12)



https://archives-unilever.com/discover/stories/brands-with-a-purpose
https://archives-unilever.com/discover/stories/brands-with-a-purpose
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4These competitions
will be conducted
monthly during I1B97

First Prizes, ench of 810
W Second Prizes, sach af
2l Pioros Spacisl Bi-
r T L N PR E ]
40 Third Prizes ssch of $23
Gold W ek
Cush and Prives given sach
T T,

Total given doring
mionkhs L. . 84,800
Campstitors to

HOW TO
DATAIN THEM, 5507 7oV

Wrappars as they cap colect,
@ top portion of sach

that portisn -'\I'.Illl'nmﬁ
wimi VSUNLIGHT Soar’
“"Ooogons”) ote o

]
RULES. 1. F‘;ﬂ;{,gg'l,, . h der-
of the four disiricts, prizes will be
awarded as toilows

The 1 Competitor who sends in
the Ié:nu Number of cou-
pons frba Las dlstrset in which he
o7 sie resbaes will receive $100
Cash,

The 5 Compethars who send fn
Lw the Next Lorgest Numbers
of goupons trum the distrot in
whigh they reside will Ench re-
coien af winper's option a lsdy's
or gentleman's Pieree Speelnl
bicycie, price §1%.0%

Tho 10 Competit
intie Nent Lorgest Numbers
of compons from the disaied
which thay reside wiil Ench re-
esivert winnsr's aption a lady's or
ﬂr]nm'l Gold Watch, price

SENTTY

£3, 400

4]

who send

2, The Competitione will Closs
the Lant [y of Ench u“:uilh
during 137, Conpons received Loa
late for oue montl’'s competition
will be pot Lok the

3. Competiters who  ebtain
wraipers Eroms aasold saap s deal.
or's stock will 1|rf||l:qu||:| MJ}_‘

4 Ly Tl
Rd hwir familios, Are Gebarred
frum cous pelang.

4. A printed list of Winnemin
Competitor's district will be for-
warded ta Campetitors in shoat 21
days aiter sach competition

5. Lover Rrothers, Tid, will
wnieavor to award the prizes faire
Iy to Dt of their ability wmd
but it is unde

who comprte ngres 10 aes
eopt the award of Laver Bros,
Ld,, as final.

Ing competitor’'s full name and sd.
dress and ths number of coupors
sant in, 10 Lavar Beon., Lid,, New
York, marked on outsids Wr;pm
itop Taft, hand cornert with Niim-
har of this IM&trict aom pagitor lives
‘m, The districts aee ws follows:
NAME OF DISTRICT,
ew York Clty, Brook=-
1 vy Long and 5inten [a- ey
" G Thia Bicyelasnr the oslehratad
—u—ml-..—_nld— SR gorReY. rlfll'l'h ﬁprrln)la 157 Pattern
New York Stnte (ostside m'f'd by Guo, N, Piesread Cn. of
B or ¥.r. oy,

and Staten Irlande),

ann“r‘I{n-nlr..
Maryln
8 Vitginin nud Dis
Calumbin, e
A The NewEnglund Staies

neat,

Broakiyn, Long Buotialo, Boston and New Vork,
Vittead witl, HMartford Tires, Firsts

class Lamp, New Diepnrt-

¥ et
Ll
rict of

e Bolt, Suandard Cpelometer,
aod Hunt Lace Saddle.

For each month in 1897, each district awards:
1. S$100 cash to the person with the most coupons.

2. A $100 value Pierce Special bicycle to the next 5
(the choice of a lady’s or gentleman’s style), and

3. A S25value gold watch to the next 10 (also the
choice of a lady’s or gentleman’s style)

To enter, contestants first save “coupons” -- the top por-
tion of the wrapper where “Sunlight Soap” is printed.
The coupons, along with your information, are then sent
to Lever Bros., Ltd in New York. At the close of each
month, winners are determined for each district and are
notified about three weeks later. As Nathaniel’s notice
was published mid-March, he may have been the winner
for February.

The ad states that the bike is an 1897 Pattern, manufac-
tured by George N Pierce & Co., of Buffalo, Boston, and
New York. Fitted with Hartford Tires, First-class Nickle
lamp, New Departure Bell, Standard Cyclometer, and
Hunt Lace Saddle.

The Pierce Special Bicycle

Now that | know the contest details, I'd like to know
about the bike. It wasn’t as simple as finding the contest
ad but | think | got there in the end — or at least close.

| came across a wealth of information on the website,

The Classic and Antique Bicycle Exchange (The CABE), a
forum for bicycle enthusiasts, specifically within the
Pierce Bicycle Mega Thread + Serial Numbers thread.

Among the postings are sketches of early nameplates
used by the Pierce company. Nathaniel's bike would
have had the type 2 nameplate, which was used from

about 1895-1898.

TYPE1

TYPE3

Sketches by Paul Jacobs published in unidentified
book about the George N. Pierce company.
Posted on The CABE by filmonger on 4 Apr 2015

https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial-numbers.71746/

| didn’t find a good photo or
sketch of the specific tire,
but | did learn the Hartford
Rubber Works Company
manufactured single tube
tires and were used on many
brands of bicycles.

What a “standard cyclome-
ter” is in 1897, I’'m not sure,
but | found two possibilities.

L
o . %
1897 Spalding 35 cyclometer, The
Online Bicycle Museum

https://onlinebicyclemuseum.co.uk/1897-
spalding-roadster/1897-spalding-35/

N
RUBBER WORRS (O i'rrmt'? 7
Hartford tire ad, 14 May 1897,
The Vincennes Commercial,
Vincennes, Indiana, pg.7, col. 8

How Far have

we ridden 7

VEEDERA
CYCLOMETER

ABmwets sceurately

llest, neatest und only reliabie
er o the markst. Weight,

PRICE, 31.50.

by il
BOOKLET FREE

VEEDER MFG. CO., Hartford, Conn E

1897 ad for the Veeder cyclometer, 1897 The Illustrated
American Cycle and Out of Door Magazine

https:

www.whatnot.com/listing/TGlzdGluZ05vZGU6MTAwWOTcINzQONA==?

srsltid=AfmBQOopvp7b9f8yuG XExL7PSxY Z xQjOpOsavi0zRRmV26zyy5aBldogM

(Continued on page 13)


https://onlinebicyclemuseum.co.uk/1897-spalding-roadster/1897-spalding-35/
https://onlinebicyclemuseum.co.uk/1897-spalding-roadster/1897-spalding-35/
https://www.whatnot.com/listing/TGlzdGluZ05vZGU6MTAwOTc1NzQ0NA==?srsltid=AfmBOopvp7b9f8yuG_XExL7PSxY_Z_xQj0pOsavI0zRRmV26zyy5aBIdogM
https://www.whatnot.com/listing/TGlzdGluZ05vZGU6MTAwOTc1NzQ0NA==?srsltid=AfmBOopvp7b9f8yuG_XExL7PSxY_Z_xQj0pOsavI0zRRmV26zyy5aBIdogM
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I never found an example of a
bell used in 1897, but this was
identified on a Pierce bike with
Y a type 3 nameplate, so it could
be as early as 1898.

> QY AEg 'm relatively confident the

- 9 lamp pictured here is at
fl least close to what Na-
thaniel’s had.

The bicycle is identified as
an 1897 Pierce Special but, if
the nameplate dates given ' i
. . P . g . Posted on The CABE by ratfink1962 4 Feb 2019
with the sketches are correct, it is not. This bike is , , ,

. . https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial-
Sllghtly younger: maybe JUSt by a year- numbers.71746/page-24

Posted on Time Machines Limited https://www.timemachineslimited.com/#/weg/

| haven’t pinned down the “Hunt Lace Saddle.” There are many refer-
- ences to the “Hunt Hygienic Saddle” in 1897, and | suspect it may be
r this due to both the availability at the time and the lacing in the seat.

i Wsame | Ad posted on The CABE
' by Blue Streak on 4 Mar 2020
https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/hunt-saddle-information-needed.167068/

Fro %
“THE SUN" HYGIENIC c.u‘ma..
New York, Jan 10,1897, 57 Modd XX, Hunt Mfg. Co.,"S087

| found ads for different model years of the Pierce Special, but as none were
valued at $100, | doubted they were the correct bike.

Not having luck anywhere else, | decided to scroll through the full 42 pages of
the thread on the CABE site in more detail. And I’'m glad | did. | found an illus-
tration of model 44, at the $100 price point, with the post entitled: “1897
Pierce Flush Joint construction.” This is it!

Now that | had a good idea of what the bike should look like, | revisited the
many photos of undated Pierce Specials I'd come across.

it i The one pictured below doesn’t have the lamp or bell, but otherwise it is a Spe-
T - DIRRN: SRNEESE: cial with the correct nameplate. | don’t know if the tires are original, but they

$100.00 =7 Modd 4. look just like the illustration.
Posted on The CABE by filmonger on 8 Feb 2018 | think | can call this story done. I'll never know if Nathaniel chose
https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial- @ gentleman’s bicycle for himself or a lady’s for wife Elizabeth, but
numbers.71746/page-17#post-840826 what a journey two little sentences in a newspaper took me on.

For sources: (Continued on page 15)

1897 Pierce Special, posted on The CABE
by sm2501 on 20 May 2016.
[background removed from both]

https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle
-mega-thread-serial-numbers.71746/page-6



https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial-numbers.71746/page-17#post-840826
https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial-numbers.71746/page-17#post-840826
https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial-numbers.71746/page-6
https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial-numbers.71746/page-6
https://www.timemachineslimited.com/#/weg/
https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial-numbers.71746/page-24
https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/pierce-bicycle-mega-thread-serial-numbers.71746/page-24
https://thecabe.com/forum/threads/hunt-saddle-information-needed.167068/
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» By Diana Quinn

B

@« Many of us begin with familiar

AT TAS IR websites such as Ancestry, but

sometimes the most interesting

details about an ancestor are found elsewhere. That
certainly proved true as | researched Martha J. Lamb.

Martha J. Lamb, born in Plainfield, Massachusetts, in
1826, was far more than just another name in my family
line. She was the owner and editor of the Magazine of
American History, the first woman ad-
mitted to the New-York Historical So-
ciety, the author of many books and
articles, including the two-volume His-
tory of the City of New York, and a
woman whose work was honored at
the White House by Presidents Grover
Cleveland and Benjamin Harrison.

In tracing her life, | used familiar sites
such as Ancestry and FamilySearch,
but the richer parts of her story came
from other places. At Internet Ar-
chive, Hathi Trust, and Google Books |
found digitized books containing bio-
graphical material, as well as publica-
tions that contained Martha's written
pieces. A Google search led to a mas-

Beyond Ancestry: Following
Martha J. Lamb into Other Records

ter’s thesis written about Martha J. Lamb and many
more biographical sketches were found in digitized
newspapers.

The most exciting discoveries came from manuscript
collections. ArchiveGrid led me to the Sophia Smith Col-
lection at Smith College in Massachusetts and the New-
York Historical Society which both held papers, photo-
graphs and family letters related to Martha J. Lamb.
Even before seeing the items, the
finding aids themselves helped me
understand what survives, what kinds
of records exist, and where future
clues may be found.

This project was a good reminder that
meaningful family history research
often requires casting a wider net.
Census records and vital records may
identify a person, but digitized books,
old magazines, newspapers, and man-
uscript collections can reveal the
fuller life behind the name. In Mar-
tha’s case, those sources helped show
not only who she was, but just how
remarkable she became.

For sources: (Continued on page 15)

Martha J. Lamb

Genealogy and Research Websites

Ancestry S
https://www.ancestry.com/

ArchiveGrid
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

FamilySearch
https://www.familysearch.org/

GenealogyBank $
https://www.genealogybank.com/

Google Books
https://books.google.com/

HathiTrust
https://www.hathitrust.org/

Internet Archive
https://archive.org/

Newspapers.com $
https://www.newspapers.com/

Purdue Libraries: Free Historic U.S. Newspapers by State
https://guides.lib.purdue.edu/digitalUSnewspapers



https://www.ancestry.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.familysearch.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.genealogybank.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://books.google.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hathitrust.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://archive.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://guides.lib.purdue.edu/digitalUSnewspapers?utm_source=chatgpt.com

May 2026

Chas ing the TLead (continuedfrom page 13)

Sources

1 Betty Crow Fisher (St. Petersburg, Florida), Letter. 10 Jan 1992 to Beth
Crow. Privately held by Crow.

2 Pennsylvania. Wilkes-Barre., The Union Leader, "Postmasters To-day," 25
Mar 1887, p. 1.

3 "Real Estate Transactions," Pittsburgh Post Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia), 12 January 1900, p.5, col. 2; (newspapers.com 21 March 2025).

4 R. L. Polk & Co. and R. L. Dudley, Pittsburgh and Allegheny Directory 1903 .
1903. Digital images. (U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995 . ancestryherit-
agequest.com : 2020), Nathaniel Crow: p.1863 & 1913.

5 "Three Houses Sold," The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 14
November 1923, p. 8, col. 4; (newspapers.com 21 March 2025).

6 "Firemen Make Good Run," Pittsburgh Post Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania), 27 December 1908, p.2, col. 4; (newspapers.com 21 March 2025) .

7 R. L. Polk & Co., Pittsburgh Directory 1906 . 1906. Digital images. (2011),
p.2010. Crow, and 1920 U.S. census, Digital images (National Archives and
Records Administration), T625, Wilkinsburg, Allegheny, Pennsylvania, sheet
11B, dwelling 147, family 260, Nathaniel Crow.

81910 U.S. census, Digital images (National Archives and Records Admin-
istration, n.d.), T624, Precinct 1, Brazoria, Texas, enumeration district (ED)
4, sheet 6B, dwelling 126.

9 "In Texas Schools," Houston Daily Post (Houston, TX), 29 May 1911, p.7,
col. 5.
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Sources
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10 R. L. Polk & Co. and R. L. Dudley, Pittsburgh Directory 1912 . 1912. Digital
images., Nathaniel Crow: p.1967.

11 1910 U.S. census, Digital images (National Archives and Records Admin-
istration), T624, roll T624, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania Ward 14,
enumeration district (ED) 460, sheet 2A, dwelling 39.

12 "Transfers Recorded," Pittsburgh Post Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia), 4 April 1920, p. 25, col. 6; (newspapers.com 21 March 2025) -and-
"Transfers Recorded," Pittsburgh Post Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 4
March 1920, p. 16, col. 1; (newspapers.com 12 March 2025).

13 Newspaper. Pennsylvania. Chambersburg., Public Opinion, "Mr. and Mrs.
Nathaniel Crow," 29 Apr 1921, p. 3, col. Personals.

14 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Health, Bureau of Vital
Statistics, Digital Images of Death Certificates (various dates.), death certifi-
cate 46105 (1923), Nathaniel Crow. -and- "Deaths: Nathaniel Crow," obitu-
ary, People's Register (Chambersburg, PA), 26 April 1923, p. 8, col. 6;
(newspapers.com 21 March 2025).

15 "Real Estate Sales," The Franklin Repository (Chambersburg, PA), 25 No-
vember 1922, p. 5, col. 7; (newspapers.com 21 March 2025).

16 "Mr. Nathaniel Crow," The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania),
14 March 1897, p. 12, col. 4; (newspapers.com 21 March 2025).

17 Newspaper. Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh., Pittsburgh Press, "A Burglar's
Social Visit," 28 Jan 1896, p. 8, col. 3. -and- "Real Estate," Pittsburgh Post
Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 21 September 1897, p. 5, col. 2;
(newspapers.com 21 March 2025).

18 "Sunlight Soap Wrappers competition," The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania), 22 March 1897, p. 3; (newspapers.com 26 Oct 2025).

“Appletons’ Lamb Martha Joanna Reade Nash.jpg,” Wikimedia Commons, digital image from Appletons’ Cyclopaedia of American Biog-
raphy, file page for portrait of Martha Joanna Reade Nash Lamb, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Appletons%

27 Lamb_Martha Joanna Reade Nash.jpg : accessed 18 April 2026. The file page indicates the image is public domain.

Martha J. Lamb, History of the City of New York: its origin, rise, and progress Vol 1, 1877, Library of Congress (https://www.loc.gov/

item/01001942/ : accessed 1 September 2024).

Martha J. Lamb, The Magazine of American History,1888, Internet Archive (https://archive.org/details/magazineofamericv20n6stev :

accessed 1 September 2024).

Mary Collins, “The History of Martha J. Lamb: Her Origin, Rise, and Progress” (2020), in CUNY Academic Works (https://

academicworks.cuny.edu/gc_etds/3545 : accessed 13 July 2024).

Did you know VBGS has two
Facebook pages? One for the
public and one for members only.

While some posts may be shared on both pages, items

for current members will only be shared on the mem-

bers’ page. Plus members can share and ask questions
within the group.

VBGS Members with
Local Ancestors

There’s a new test page on the website for members
researching local and regional ancestry to find each
other. If that's you, find it on the recourses page or
use this link to add your information!



https://www.facebook.com/groups/VirginiaBeachGenealogicalSociety
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2202586693178147
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Appletons%27_Lamb_Martha_Joanna_Reade_Nash.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Appletons%27_Lamb_Martha_Joanna_Reade_Nash.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/01001942/
https://www.loc.gov/item/01001942/
https://archive.org/details/magazineofamericv20n6stev
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/gc_etds/3545
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/gc_etds/3545
https://www.vbgsva.net/401/login.php?redirect=/local-ancestors.html
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' And shared by Reneé Haynes:

Recollections of Elijah Boyce (15 Jan 1882—9 Feb 1961)
by George Winborne Blanchard

" | believe | have mentioned my Uncle George before. He is the one who set me on my life-
long adventure into the wonderful world of genealogy.

As we prepared for the Boyce Family Reunion this April, | was asked to create a booklet
about my great-grandfather, Elijah Boyce, and his wife, Mary Eliza.

Knowing what a wonderful storyteller my uncle is, and what a valuable resource he has al-
ways been, | asked him to share a story about Elijah to include in the booklet. As | reread his recollection, it struck
me that many of you would enjoy it as well. What follows is a charming glimpse into bygone days and a grandson’s

fond recollections of his grandfather.

Grandpa Elijah Boyce was a farmer whose V
land was past Cisco (named for an old train [
stop) on Sandy Ridge Road in Chowan |
County. He also owned property in Bear
Swamp on the road between Center Hill
and Hertford, North Carolina,
Chowan County.

also in

It was on the Bear Swamp property that

Elijah Baker Boyce

George Privott shot Elijah’s son, Theodore.

Theodore was riding an old racehorse named “Billy
White Foot.” George wanted to see how fast the horse
could run. But Grand-

pa had warned him
not to run the horse.
4| When Theodore was a
distance away, George
fired, thinking he
would only sting the
horse. The shot en-
tered Theodore’s eye
and lodged on his

By his
thirties, he was para-

4 brain. mid-

Elijah with Billy White Foot

lyzed from lead poisoning and lived the rest of his life
using a walker. Bob Privott apologized for his son and
gave Theodore a billy goat.

Elijah’s livelihood came from farming and commercial

S 0 o>

fishing in the Chowan River, where he
managed fish “pound nets” in the spring
to harvest herring during their heavy
runs around Easter. During the off-
season, he hung his nets near the woods
on his Sandy Ridge farm. He painted
them with pine pitch to preserve them,
sewed and repaired them, and kept

them from year to year.

Herring that were not sold were salted, or dried and
smoked, and hung on reeds in the smokehouse as a
food staple throughout the year. They were also used as
an organic fertilizer along with horse, mule, and cow
manure. He also raised hogs, had a milk cow, chickens,
and a mule. Once each winter, he would kill hogs. The
pork was salted, or salted and smoked. The pork fat was
rendered into lard for cooking. Vegetables were
“canned” in fruit jars. He had a large Concord grapevine
on a rectangular scaffold in the middle of a field. It pro-
duced an abundance of grapes used for preserves. He
also had a fig tree and a pear tree whose fruits were
preserved. Except for purchasing salt, flour, and tobac-
co, he was almost entirely self-sufficient for most of his

adult life.
He had a huge rosemary bush. When lard was rendered

(Continued on page 17)
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E]Ija/? Bo yce (Continued from page 16)

and before being ladled, a limb of rosemary would be
submerged in the hot, clear lard. It would sizzle and
crackle and release the most aromatic smell, leaving the
lard with a faint fragrance of rosemary.

He cut his own wood, which was used for cooking,
heating water used for washing clothes, heating the
house, and for smoking fish or meat.

His crops included corn, %
%
and |4

and the cash e

watermelons,
beans,
crops were cotton and
peanuts.

He enjoyed hunting, ¥
especially coon hunting ;gﬁ

L

at night. It was said [\ e

that Grandma Boyce '

going
coon hunting and per-

also enjoyed
haps on more than one
occasion she may have |

returned
with child.

expectant

Elijah home in Rocky Hock, NC

My personal memories of Grandpa include helping him
water the mule. | loved the mule and playing in its deep
trough of drinking water. | remember collecting eggs
from free-range chickens that laid in the same favorite
locations each day. | remember him carefully warning
me to stay out of the woodpile because of snakes. And |
could not go to the grapevine by myself because of in-
sects. His expression for thanking one was, “lI am much
obliged.” He smoked Prince Albert pipe tobacco and
kept a piece of apple in his tobacco can to keep the to-
bacco moist. After lighting his pipe, he would let me
blow out the wooden matches. | never saw him chew
tobacco. He would, however, take out his pocketknife
and spend an inordinate amount of time cutting a piece
of tobacco whenever he was engaged in a discussion

with a visitor.

In the heat of summer, we would make a pallet on the
floor in the hall in front of the entry door to take an
afternoon nap. He would lie down with me, but whenev-
er | would awake, he would be gone. The only time | can
remember him raising his voice to me was when he
found me climbing and jumping on his dried peanut
stacks because | was shaking the peanuts off.

In the first grade, | once rode the school bus to Grand-
3 pa’s house. | was very
apprehensive that the
g bus might not stop or |
8 might not get to the
2 right location. But | did.
s And when | got off, | still
‘_':__‘ remember the stillness
%! of the cool fall day, and
$¥1in the far field to the left
= *5l of the house were ten or
. |twelve people picking
“ 1 cotton and singing reli-
gious hymns as they
I moved down the rows
of knee-deep cotton. It was
all very beautiful, and | remember it still.

| also remember people crating corn under the large syc-
amore tree in the front yard. And | remember Mama go-
ing up to wash clothes. Grandpa would pump the water
and carry it in buckets to a large black cauldron in the
yard. He would build a fire under the cauldron and heat
the water. It was then carried in buckets to the back
porch, to the agitator washing machine where the
clothes were cleaned. Mama would wring them through
a roller and carry them to the line to hang to dry. Then
the wash water had to be disposed. Washing clothes was
a hard chore.

| remember the pageantry of hog killings. They required

days of preparation before and days of work afterward.
(Continued on page 18)
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E]I]:I]Z BO}/Cf (Continued from page 17)

Before the day of the killing, wood for fires had to be
stacked, and tools assembled and cleaned. Food for all
who would participate had to be prepared. Holes had to
be dug and posts erected on which to hang the carcass-
es. Water had to be pumped to fill the dipping barrels
where the dead hogs had to be dipped and scraped of all
hair. In the early morning of the hog killing, while still
night, the water would be heated and ready for activities
to begin at daybreak.

Hogs would be shot between the eyes and then their
throats would be cut to bleed them. They would be
dipped and scraped and then hung by their hind legs and
gutted. They were then cut into parts like hams, shoul-

Hog killings were intense work periods but also social.
They required the help of neighbors, and the reward was
a promise to help those that helped you. A liver was a
traditional gift. And the food prepared for all who partic-
ipated was bountiful. | can only remember one of the
large hog killings. It was like a family reunion with a
range of gory activities for a child to observe.

In his final years, Grandpa lived with daughters. He pri-
marily lived with Elizabeth and Lillian. He died while
staying with Aunt Lillian when | was in the fifth grade.
Mama said Grandpa Boyce never would admit to having
a favorite child, but Mama said he did, and they were
Josie and Shirley Ruth. Shirley was the daughter of Uncle
Vernon by his first wife, who died while Shirley was
young. Grandpa and Grandma acquired “guardianship.”

ders, and middlings. Slabs of fat
were removed and then taken
into the kitchen to be cut by the
women into small squares, and
then the fat was taken to the
lard pots to be melted into clear
lard, which required constant

attendance to prevent burning.

Beautiful, oil-rich paddles were
used to stir the lard. When the
lard was ready, it would be seasoned
with rosemary. The lard would be la-
dled into lard buckets. The residual cracklings would be
squeezed in a cloth. The cracklings would be used in
bread or eaten with sweet potatoes.

Women would clean the guts, which were stuffed with
ground meat and spices to make sausage or eaten as
chitterlings. Liver was eaten fresh or made into “liver
puddings” (a liver sausage made with cornmeal and pen-
nyroyal spice). Larger cuts of meat were packed in salt,
and weeks later hung to dry and be smoked. The snouts
and ears of the heads were made into souse (head
cheese), which required refrigeration (or cold weather)
and was served fried and splashed with vinegar.

Elijah with his daughters, above,
and Shirley Ruth at right.

. . To them that was the same as
adoption. Perhaps because of
their age and Shirley being
their last chance to serve as
parents, she was their favorite.

My recollections of Grandma Mary Eliza Forehand Boyce
are more limited. When | knew her, she had suffered a
stroke and was confined to bed. | remember she would
always recognize me and smile whenever | was encour-

aged to spend time with her.

Mama said she always worked hard and that she was the
one who paid the bills (managed the money). Grandpa
was very frugal, and Grandma would make the final deci-
sions on what debts were legitimate and when they
were to be paid.
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The Road that Made America by James Dodson

Book Review by Jennifer Gwaltney

Imagine taking a trip on the Great Wagon Road and following where your ances-
tors traveled from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to Augusta, Georgia. That's what
author James Dodson did when he wrote this

non-fiction account of his journey through history. [ SRS S

Setting out with a goal to retrace the original 800- = n::::':::n:: ::

mile path of America's early settlers, the story begins in Philadelphia, where the
road would lead European colonists to their new homes in Maryland, Virginia, and
the Carolinas.

In his quest to not only travel the Great Wagon Road, but to also learn about its
history, Dodson meets historians, genealogists, interpreters, curators, and a host of |
other experts who share their insights into how this well-traveled route was so es-
sential to the foundation of our country.

As we make our way with Dodson on his self-described pilgrimage, we discover the |
Road's strategic role in the French and Indian War and the Revolutionary War, and
the spirited German, Irish, and Scottish immigrants who helped forge a nation.

It's an entertaining and informative read —
perfect for celebrating America's 250th!

Awards

Members—did you know you can nominate a fellow member for an award?
VBGS has three awards, they are:

+ Excellence in Publication Award: An exceptional genealogy related publica-
tion within the past 18 months, or a history of outstanding contributions to the First Land-

ing Newsletter.
+ Distinguished Service Award: A high level of service to the Society.

+ Robert F. Brown Award: The embodiment of the vision of VBGS founder Robert
F. Brown. His vision was a group of people assisting each other in researching

their genealogy and educating others in the techniques of genealogy. Past recipients include individuals instru-
mental in the establishment of VBGS or, through their work and dedication to the organization, helped to con-
tinue the development of the Society for many years.

Find more details and the nomination forms on the website here: https://www.vbgsva.net/forms.html
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Nine VBGS members enjoyed the Notable Tree Tour on March
29, 2026. Trees located on private property, as the one at right

is, are tagged with a green marker.

Historic Trees in Southern
Virginia Beach
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As a special thank-you, VBGS members in
attendance at the June 11th meeting, whether
in person or online, will be entered into a
drawing for the following:

l-year GenealogyBank
membership

($99.90 value)

Family Tree Maker
software

For those attending online: please ensure you
are signed in as your name, unidentifiable
attendees will not be entered.




