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Who would have thought that a 

picture in a book could result in 

learning a whole new skill? That is 

what happened to me. 

During Covid, I decided I had to 

have something to show for my time alone and inside for 

who knew how long. Shutterfly Books are my go-to for quick 

and easy results. I use them every year to document our 

family’s time at the beach and other occasions. 

My paternal family had very few pictures, so to preserve the 

few that we had and as well as those I could find, I decided 

to put together a book of my grandmother’s family pictures. 

I would include her parents Andrew Broadus Anderson and 

Sallie Elizabeth Wood, a picture of each of their children, and 

a small amount of genealogical data. My only problem was 

that I didn’t have many pictures of the family, which included 

eight children. I turned to my 2nd cousin, who did have pic-

tures, and the book came together.  

On the last page, I decided to include photos of Andrew and 

Sallie’s gravestones I had and sent the book to press.  

My friend Deborah Fraizer (Thoroughgood DAR Chapter Reg-

istrar) came over one day to help me with my Revolutionary 

Soldiers. I showed her the completed book, and after seeing 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Membership 

The membership year is Sep-Aug,  

$25/individual 

$35/household of 2 
 

For more information and to  

become a member, visit   

vbgsva.net/membership 

 

current members: 115 

 

Board Members 

     President: Wendy Bransom 

     Vice President: Heather Wright  

     Secretary: could be you!  

     Treasurer: Craig Fenton  

     Past President: Craig Fenton  

Members at Large:  

Debby Christian, Carmen Cross, 

David Hamilton, Diana Quinn 
 

Committee & Group Chairs 

     Awards: Barbara Murry  

     Computer User Group: April Owens 
     Digital Archivist: could be you!  

     Education: Diana Quinn 

     Librarian: Brian Baldwin  

     Membership: Lori Sherwood  

     Newsletter: Heather Wright 

     Program: could be you!  

     Publicity: Barbara Murray  

     Social: Debbie Christian 

     Social Media Ambassador:  
  Laura Lavene 
     Webmaster: Carmen Cross 

     Writers Group: Carol Johnson 

Use the email links or  
contact the administrator,  

Bobbie Brenton, at 
admin@vbgsva.net  

 

For more information, visit 

vbgsva.net/about--contact  

VBGS is a proud member of 

 The National Genealogical Society  

ngsgenealogy.org 

The Virginia Genealogical Society  

vgs.org 

 

Objectives  

1. To help individuals conduct genealog-

ical research and compile their family 

histories.  

2. To educate, including lectures, dis-

cussions, and workshops.  

3. To create and foster an interest in  

genealogy. 

4. To gather and preserve genealogical 

and historical data.  

Founding  

The Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 

was founded in 1983. While some mem-

bers are interested in local genealogy, 

like the city itself, most are not originally 

from the area. As a result, the group has 

far-reaching areas of interest.  

Click here to find us online  

Cleaning A Family Gravestone ..... 1 
Winter Social ................................ 1 
President’s Message  ................... 3 
NGS Conference ........................... 3 
Calendar ....................................... 4 
NGS Newsletter Competition ...... 5 
VBGS pins and bags ..................... 5 
Fishing for Cousins ....................... 6 
Q & A ............................................ 7 
Program Committee .................... 9 
Did You Know? ............................. 10 
A Moment in VBGS History .......... 10 
Member Spotlight ........................ 11 
New Member Nancy Pravetz ....... 13 

Learning Corner .......................... 13 
Webinar Resources ..................... 13 
New Member Dorothy McKenzie 14 
New Member Lynda Barone ....... 14 
Don’t Blame Ancestry  ................ 15 
Genealogy Day at the Beach  ...... 17 
Archive Update ........................... 17 
Upcoming Social Events .............. 17 
Topic Ideas .................................. 17 
Recipe Corner .............................. 18 
Youth Membership ..................... 19 
New from the National Archives 19 
Member Lending Library ............. 19 
VBGS Needs You! ........................ 20 
Help is Here, VBGS Mentors ....... 20 

VBGS members, this is your newsletter and it relies on you for content.  
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President’s Message 

Welcome to 2023! 

I heard many of you had a wonderful 

time at our Winter Social. I am sorry I 

missed it; I was in Florida, my father 

passed away. Thank you for your very 

kind cards. Member Kimberly Millering 

also lost her father; send some kind 

words her way.  

We have some fantastic speakers for 2023; check the website 

for information. Due to the expertise of these speakers, some 

of the meetings will not be recorded for future viewing, and 

some will allow us to keep the video for only 30 days. Ensure 

you read the flyers closely to get all the presentations you 

want to see. If you missed our January Meeting, it was rec-

orded; Tina LaFreniere from Related Faces was very inter-

esting. 

We need your skills and help. You may have heard that Sam 

Williams, our secretary, is moving. He is resigning his position 

but will stay in our society. Sam will help train the next secre-

tary, a board position. Bob Bruce also had to leave as the 

Program Committee Chair; he is a very busy gentleman. I 

found some great speakers for much of 2023, but we need 

several members to help with this committee. I also need 

help filling our nomination committee, which will have to 

make proposals for some board positions that must be filled 

this June. There are also other committees that we need help 

with, such as Social. If you are interested in any of the above 

committees or have skills in other areas, don’t hesitate to get 

in touch with me at president@vbgsva.net. 

Stay warm! 

Wendy Bransom 
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NGS Family History Conference 

There is a two day online only option, but if 

you have been itching to attend a conference 

in-person without traveling far, you are in luck. 

The National Genealogical Society 2023 Family 

History Conference is from May 31 to June 3 - 

in Richmond, VA! 

Find more about the speakers,  

schedule, and available tours at  

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/  

Registrater now, fees increase April 1. 

group photo 

If you are a VBGS member attending the 

conference, please let Lori Sherwood know. 

She will coordinate a group photo during 

the event. lorisherwood@vbgsva.net 

Following the December Monthly Meeting, 24 VBGS members met at The Imperial Palace at 4878 Princess Anne Rd, Virginia 

Beach for dinner and a little social time. The food was delicious, and it was nice to relax and get to know one another better.  

(Referring to the photo on page 1) 

At the table to the left, beginning at the nearest head of table and continuing clockwise: 

Lori Sherwood, Max Brown, Linda Brown, Barbara Murray, Diane Fenton, Craig Fenton, John Asmussen, Belinda Asmussen, 

Deborah Paxon, Mike Brewer, Linn Baiker, David Hamilton 

At the table to the right, beginning at the nearest head of table and continuing clockwise: 

William Simmons, Mary Ann Simmons, Diana Quinn, Heather Wright, Carol Green, Elgin Green, Debby Christian, Janet Tetter-

ton, June Martin, Sam Williams, Stephanie Valentine, Jean Madden. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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CALENDAR 
VBGS meetings and events are in bold; all non-VBGS events listed are open to the public.  

Monthly Meetings are open to all and now hybrid if possible, at the VB Central Library and on Zoom. Small group meetings are open to 

current VBGS members and may be in person, on Zoom, or hybrid. See the website for more info.  vbgsva.net/meetings--events 

February 

7 How-to Class, 7pm on Zoom 

Finding Family in Newspapers, presented by Sara Kidd, Diana Quinn, and Heather Wright  

10 Monthly Meeting, 5:30pm, on Zoom only due to renovations at the library 

Beyond Ancestry: Essential Portals for Genealogy Research, presented by Nancy Loe with Sassy Jane Genealogy  

Note: This meeting will not be recorded.  

20 Writers Group, 7pm on Zoom 

Share and Shine, presented by Carol Johnson 

23 Tour, 1 pm, downtown Norfolk 

A guided tour of the MacArthur Memorial in downtown Norfolk, led by Captain Lee Duckworth, retired USN  

Watch your email for more information and to reserve your spot! 

23 Computer User Group, 5:30pm, on Zoom only due to renovations at the library 

Researching North Carolina Online - presented by Diane Fenton  

March 
2-4 RootsTech 2023 virtual and in person at Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City  

7 How-to Class, 7pm on Zoom 

NSDAR Online Databases and Digital Resources to Aid in Your Genealogical Research,  

presented by Wendy Bransom 

9 Monthly Meeting, 5:30pm, hybrid, VB Central Library and Zoom 

Colonial American Migration Routes and Modes of Travel,  

presented by Annette Burke Lyttle with Heritage Detective  

20 Writers Group, 7pm on Zoom 

Reaching Your Intended Audience, presented by Carol Johnson 

30 Computer User Group, 5:30pm, Zoom, hybrid, VB Central Library and Zoom 

AirTable, part 1 - Craig Fenton presenting 

April 

4 How-to Class, 7pm on Zoom 

GEDmatch Part 2: Digging In, presented by Heather Wright  

13 Monthly Meeting, 5:30pm, hybrid, VB Central Library and Zoom 

Tic Marks and Number Counts: Understanding and Using the Slave Schedules, presented by Renate Sanders  

24 Writers Group, 7pm on Zoom 

Writing Like the Professional Genealogists, presented by Carol Johnson 

27 Computer User Group, 5:30pm, hybrid, VB Central Library and Zoom 

AirTable, part 2 - Craig Fenton presenting 

Looking Ahead 

31 May - 3 Jun 2023: NGS Family History Conference in Richmond! 

 

 

https://www.vbgsva.net/meetings--events.html
https://www.sassyjanegenealogy.com/
https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/event/rootstech-2023
http://heritagedetective.com/
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=15639c452b
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the photos of the tombstones, she said, “You 

can hardly read these. Would you like to make 

a trip to the Anderson Cemetery to clean 

them? I have all the supplies.” Would I?! 

Deborah’s cleaning supplies, which she said 

are used at Arlington National Cemetery, in-

clude D2 (a cleaner ordered online), water, 

and brushes of all sizes, from large down to 

pointed sticks to clean inside narrow ridges. 

On October 22, 2022, Deborah, myself, and my 

husband made the 3-hour drive to Halifax, VA, 

simply to spend the day cleaning tombstones. 

We cleaned and cleaned, ate lunch on a rick-

ety old picnic table, took pictures of our work, 

and headed home.  

What a difference a friend and day make. Here 

are the before and after pictures. Because 

Shutterfly is so easy to use, I was able to 

change the tombstone pictures and order up-

dated books for my family. 

Cleaning a Family Gravestone (Continued from page 1)   

Photos of the before and after cleaning of the gravestones. 

Andrew Broadus Anderson above;  

Sallie Elizabeth Wood below.  

I’ve recently become aware 

of the annual NGS news-

letter competition and have 

submitted First Landing 

under the small organization 

category. It will be interesting to see how 

we rank among the other entries and any 

advice for improvement we receive from 

the judges. Stay tuned for the results! 

NGS Newsletter Competition 
from your newsletter editor 

VBGS Pins and Bags 

New pins and bags are in! VBGS members can 

pick one up at the next in-person Monthly 

Meeting they attend. Pins are complimentary, 

a $5 donation is being asked for a tote.  

Some may notice the tote is slightly different 

to the one shown to members previously.  

Unfortunately, that tote 

was no longer available 

for purchase. Not to 

worry though, the bag 

still has a zippered top 

and an inside pocket! 
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There is probably someone out there who knows more than 
you do about your ancestors. Maybe they found a record you 
haven’t come across, maybe they have a photo you haven't 
seen before, or maybe they have closer connections to that 
line and have stories or other items that have been passed 
down.  

It’s easy, or at least easier, to find cousins who are also inter-
ested in genealogy. For instance, we can see when people add 
to an ancestor’s profile on FamilySearch because their name is 
associated with the attached items. We may find cousins who 
post trees on sites such as Ancestry or MyHeritage, add infor-
mation to WikiTree, or post to a forum. Those cousins are out 
in the open, waiting to be found. But what about those who 
aren't interested in their family history? These cousins may 
hold answers to our questions, but they aren't going to be in 
the typical places. Finding them becomes the challenge. 

My recent success story came through Facebook. In addition 
to the different family group pages, county pages, or other 
genealogy-based pages I am a member of, I joined a contem-
porary group for the town my ancestors came from in Italy.  

Once I was accepted, I introduced myself by sharing a photo 
of my great grandparents and their connection to the town. 
Many people recognized the surnames and responded but 
there were three in particular I had more in-depth conversa-
tions with moving forward.  

One of the three I had been in contact with before but had 
only limited success obtaining answers to my questions; this 
time I got a few more photos. The other two were new cous-
ins to me. They have helped me identify people in photos and 

supplied me with information 
that I hadn't come across be-
fore and maybe never would.  

I knew we had Italian family 
who emigrated to France and 
Switzerland, but I never knew 
the exact connections. They 
helped me map out those family members; now I can connect 
names and faces to the photos, letters, and cards.  

Another breakthrough, I learned great grandfather Domenico 
Berti's brother Giovanni came to America before him. This 
little piece of information helped Domenico's 1910 passenger 
ship record make sense.  

Over the years, I have struggled to decipher who he is said to 
be joining upon his arrival. I speculated it read brother Giovan-
ni but was unable to verify the theory. As can be seen in the 
image, his line is in a different hand than others on the page, 
so handwriting comparison does not help. I had never heard 
of a brother emigrating or any association between Domenico 
and others with a Berti surname, so I didn’t lean in that direc-
tion. My best guess was they must be a friend with “Giovanni” 
as a surname. (The surname is typically Giovani but misspell-
ings are not uncommon.) Uncle Giovanni is still a bit of a mys-
tery to untangle, but I likely never heard about him being here 
because he was back in Italy before his 1914 marriage, before 
my grandparents’ generation was born. 

So, when all else fails, try looking for a side door. Hopefully 
you will find some luck like as I did. 

Fishing for Cousins 
by Heather Wright 

Image clip source: Passenger Ship Manifest, "New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1957," database and images, Ancestry, Domenico Berti. S. S. Ancona.   

Domenico’s passenger list line naming who he is 

joining in the U.S. Without supporting documents 

or stories, it was only speculation that it read “Bro 

Giovanni,” as the B is undefined and the o is open. 

These lines, in a different handwriting, say brother. 

The differing handwriting is most evident in the “G” 

between Giovanni and G.B. 
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When the December meeting plans had to change, it pivoted 

into a Q & A session for members to bring questions forward 

and seek advice from the group. Here is what was asked and 

potential solutions to the situation. 

 

Q 
 What do the codes mean on death 
certificates? 

 

Referring to the codes in the cause of death area of some 

death certificates, such as this: 

A 
 These are classification codes for the cause of 

death, used since 1900. Looking into them may 

offer more insight to the death of your ancestor. 

Important, pay attention to the year of death and refer to the 

correct revision of the International Classification of Diseases 

(ICD) publication.  

Blog by Lisa Lisson:  

https://lisalisson.com/icd-codes-death-certificates/ 

Links to codes (all revisions):  

http://www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.html 

CDC info:  https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/icd/icd10.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q 
 How do you locate historical prison 
records? Can associated trial  
records also be located? 

 

A 
Records may or may not be available. If you can’t 

find anything through online or archive sources, try 

writing or calling the prison to ask about available 

records (if it is still operational).  

 

Here are some other suggested places to look: 

Newspapers! - Look for arrest, trial, and sentencing infor-
mation reported in the papers 

National Archives, info for Federal Prisons: https://
www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/
groups/129.html#page-header 

National Archives, links to Prison Records: https://
www.archives.gov/research/prisons 

Library of Virginia: https://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/
view?docId=lva/vi00990.xml 

FamilySearch: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
United_States_Correctional_Institutions 

AncestralFindings, Researching prison records blog: 
https://ancestralfindings.com/prison-records/ 

U.S. Prison, Convict, and Inmates Records and Indexes on 
the Internet: https://www.genesearch.com/people/
inmates-prison-records-indexes-online.html 

Cyndi’s List links: https://www.cyndislist.com/prisons/
general/ 

Ancestry: https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/
uspen/  

Chancery records – for Virginia, Library of Virginia: 
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/chancery/ 

 

Remember, when looking at online databases, check to 
see what is included before assuming what you are 
searching for doesn’t exist.  

 

(Continued on page 8) 

Death certificate of Alonzo Crow, 1924, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Department of Health 

ICD Revision and Years Covered   

1st: 1900-1909 6th: 1949-1957 

2d: 1910-1920 7th: 1958-1967 

3d: 1921-1929 8th: 1968-1978 

4th: 1930-1938 9th: 1979-1998 

5th: 1939-1948 10th: 1999-present 

https://lisalisson.com/icd-codes-death-certificates/
http://www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/icd/icd10.htm
https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/129.html#page-header
https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/129.html#page-header
https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/129.html#page-header
https://www.archives.gov/research/prisons
https://www.archives.gov/research/prisons
https://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=lva/vi00990.xml
https://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=lva/vi00990.xml
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Correctional_Institutions
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Correctional_Institutions
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https://www.cyndislist.com/prisons/general/
https://www.cyndislist.com/prisons/general/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/uspen/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/uspen/
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/chancery/
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Q 
 Are records available when families 
were split up? 

A 
Like prison records, if you can’t find anything 

through online or archive sources, try writing or 

calling (the city, county, state, etc.) to ask about 

available records.  

Other suggested places to look: 

 Newspapers 

Chancery records – for Virginia, Library of Virginia: 
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/chancery/ 

Court order books. Try searching by place in the Fami-
lySearch wiki and see what’s available: https://
www.familysearch.org/search/catalog 

Adoption records: 
May or may not be available or may exist but have 
access restrictions. 

 How was it handled? Governmental, church, private 
organization - contact the group and ask about avail-
able records. 

 A few sources for court records: 

 National Archives: https://www.archives.gov/
research/court-records 

 Library of Virginia:  
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/agencies/ccrp/ 

  
  FamilySearch: https://www.familysearch.org/en/

wiki/United_States_Court_Records 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q 
 What is your next best step in  
researching a burned county? 

A 
Don’t assume all is lost; there may be other reposi-

tories with copies of the burned records or alterna-

tive records may be available.  

A few strategies: 

FamilySearch: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
Burned_Counties_Research 

Presentation by The Historical Society of Harford County: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTnlVFb9LYg 

7 Tips For Successful Genealogy Research In A Burned 
County by Lisa Lisson:  
https://lisalisson.com/genealogy-research-in-a-
burned-county/ 

LegacyTree, “Burned County” Research blog:  
https://www.legacytree.com/blog/burned-county-
research 

5 Steps to Genealogy Research in “Burned Counties” 
blog: https://familytreemagazine.com/records/
courthouse/doing-genealogy-in-burned-counties/ 

FamilyTree, Burned County Records Inventory Form: 
https://familytreemagazine.com/freebie/
burnedcountyrecordsinventory/ 

Other tips and links: 

Library of Virginia, Lost records in Virginia:  
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/
rn30_lostrecords.pdf 

Library of Virginia, Lost Records Localities Digital  
Collection: https://www.virginiamemory.com/
collections/lost 

Library of Virginia, Burned Jurisdiction Database: 
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/
burned_juris/ 

Look at neighboring and/or parent counties,  
https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/ 

Copies of local records may have been sent to state level, 
look at available state record sets.  

Check newspapers. 

Check legislative petitions, at Library of Virginia: https://
lva-virginia.libguides.com/petitions 

December 2022 Monthly Meeting Q & A 
(Continued from page 7) 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Q 
 How can you research people in a 
tuberculosis sanatorium? 
(Specifically, Clarion Co., PA)  

A 
 Some records can be found online but writing or 

calling the facility to ask about available records 

may be a good step. Remember, as many of these 

hospitals are no longer functional, the records may have 

been sent to the city, county, or state.  Something may exist 

in records in the archives in these places. 

Other suggested places to look: 

National Archives, Records of the Public Health Service 
[PHS], 1912-1968:  
https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-
records/groups/090.html 

Tuberculosis sanatorium search results on ArchiveGrid: 
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/?
q=Tuberculosis+sanatorium 

Clarion County, PA wiki on FamilySearch:  
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
Clarion_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy 

 

Q 
 There are passenger lists entering 
the United States, are there any 
records of those who sailed out of 

US ports? Or do we have to look for entry 
records abroad? (Specifically, to Italy 
about 1912-1915 and Scotland around 1890.) 

A 
 No specific knowledge was shared about the 

timeframe for Italy and Scotland as asked but the 

following was shared: 

Ancestry 1914-1966: https://www.ancestry.com/search/
collections/60882/ 

Passport applications - hold information about applicant 
and potentially family members. Also contain photo. 

Seamen protection certificate - if your ancestor worked 
on ships, they may have gotten one to help from be-
ing conscripted into another country’s service.  
Seamen’s Protection Certificates, 1792–1940:  
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/
naturalization/405-seamen-protection-
certificates.pdf  

Search for passenger lists in other countries.  

December 2022 Monthly Meeting Q & A 
(Continued from page 8) 

The 2023 Monthly Meeting schedule is shaping up to be an exciting one! In addition to the upcoming meetings listed on p.4, 

we can also look forward to Navigating the Records From the War of 1812 with Brian Rhinehart in May and Tracing Immigrant 

Origins with Margaret R. Fortier in October. 

That being said, VBGS needs your help to rebuild the Program Committee after members have had to step away due to other 

obligations. Can you see yourself as part of this critical committee?  

Responsibilities are:  

• scheduling and corresponding with speakers for the monthly meetings 

• providing material to the publicity committee for the flyers 

• sending out notifications about the meeting 

• creating and distributing the Zoom link  

• hosting the online portion of the meeting 

• forwarding any invoice to the treasurer to pay the speaker 

It may sound like a lot but it is an important role, and the work can be made light between a few committee members.  

If you are interested in getting involved, email nominations@vbgsva.net.  

Monthly Meetings and the Program Committee 

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/090.html
https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/090.html
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/?q=Tuberculosis+sanatorium
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/?q=Tuberculosis+sanatorium
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Clarion_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Clarion_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60882/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60882/
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/naturalization/405-seamen-protection-certificates.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/naturalization/405-seamen-protection-certificates.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/naturalization/405-seamen-protection-certificates.pdf
mailto:nominations@vbgsva.net?subject=Interested%20in%20Program%20Committee
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by Diana Quinn 

1983 2023 

Here is a Census Tip:  

If you cannot find your ancestor in a particular census on one website, such as Ancestry, try to find 

your ancestor on another site, as each website independently indexed the census records. 1  

Websites containing the United States Census records can be accessed at these links.  

Census Records at the National Archives (Archives.gov) - FREE 

Ancestry.com 

FamilySearch.org - FREE 

Findmypast.com 

MyHeritage.com 

 

Eagerly Awaiting Census Records 

Now one of the staples everyone 

looks to, it is hard for some to 

imagine U. S. Federal Census rec-

ords not being readily available  

online - and free! It wasn’t all 

that long ago, though, that this 

was the case.  

According to an August 2001 VBGS newsletter article, Gene-

alogyDatabase.com intended to have images for 1790-1920 

online earlier that year, but plans were “put on indefinite 

hold pending further evaluation of the changing internet 

climate.”  

Meanwhile, Ancestry.com was hard at work scanning and 

uploading images but did not yet have any record sets com-

plete. At this point, “almost all” of 1790, 1900, and 1920, as 

well as 1880 for parts of 11 states was complete. Genealo-

gy.com was also in the mix, having completed  1850. They 

had hoped to have finished 1900 by June 2001, but that 

seemingly did not happen before the article was published. 

In addition to so few records being available, access to 

these datasets was behind a paywall. Both Ancestry.com 

and Genealogy.com were about $20/month or $100/year. 

Today, although some are still behind paywalls, we enjoy 

open and free access to all surviving U. S. Federal Census 

records online. Researchers even gained immediate access 

to the 1950 images on the release date in 2022. Oh, how 

spoiled we are.  

2001 

Still looking for your ancestor?  

Search for another known family member or browse the census if you know 

where they lived. 

1.Diana Elder, “Problem Solve with the Pre-1850 Census: Investigate the Tick Marks, Part 1 of 2,” 

RootsTech (https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/session/problem-solve-with-the-pre-1850-

census-investigate-the-tick-marks-part-1-of-2/: accessed 2 January 2023). 

Census records: Now and Then 

https://www.archives.gov/research/census
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/
https://www.findmypast.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/research/category-1100/us-census
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Greetings, my name is Lori Sherwood, and 

although I was not born in Virginia, I have 

lived here since I was about three, so I still 

say I’m from here. 

I have completed a marathon in every state and still don’t find 

them “fun,” but have enjoyed my travels. Other than travel-

ing, I enjoy photography 

and genealogy. I also enjoy 

going to cemeteries. Well, 

enjoy may not be the cor-

rect word, but I go to look, 

walk, and think. During 

Covid several of my friends 

and I would walk around 

different cemeteries. We 

called it our “therapy” ses-

sion. I got them hooked on 

cemeteries too. When I 

hiked Hadrian’s Wall in 

2013, if there was a ceme-

tery on our hike, I would go 

in and explore. They were 

really old and mostly in great shape….it was my first 

time seeing a skull and cross-bones on the tomb-

stone. 

There’s also the history of those buried in cemeter-

ies that’s a pull for me. I hiked up a mountain to the 

Hatfield Cemetery to visit William Anderson “Devil 

Anse” Hatfield. Randolph McCoy is buried on pri-

vate property, so unless you are a McCoy descend-

ant, you cannot visit. So much history around cem-

eteries too. 

Well, I’m not one of the lucky ones that had  

family history shared as they were growing up. I guess it just 

didn’t seem to be important. My earliest memory of even the 

hint of genealogy is when my maternal grandfather wanted 

me to do his family tree in calligraphy. This is when I got a 

little of the names of his family, but really had no idea about 

“genealogy,” so of course, I did not ask questions. I know I 

would have been interested. I 

am, however, lucky that my 

uncle, who was big into vide-

otaping the family, sat my 

grandfather in a chair out on 

the back deck and taped my 

grandfather talking about a lot of his family names and 

memories. It’s on VHS, so one day I’ll get it switched to 

DVD, or whatever medium is popular at the time. 

Flash forward, 09-11-2001….when all are watching the 

world change, I am hearing mine change as well. This is 

the day I was told by my father that I had a half-

brother. I had always wished I had an older brother, 

but also knew (or thought I knew) it was impossible. 

This is when I also became “the middle child.” After all 

calmed down I thought wouldn’t it be a great gift to 

give him at least half of his family history?! At this point 

I asked my father ques-

tions about my paternal 

side of the family….insert 

“Grandma Boswell, first 

name Grandma”….you 

guessed it, my dad didn’t 

even know his grand-

mothers name, or really 

anything else to be hon-

est. As you can imagine 

the brick walls have sur-

rounded my every move. 

I still have not had any-

thing much to share 

with my brother. 

So, if anyone out there 

knows anything about 

Grandma Boswell (Elizabeth Beatty Sher-

wood Boswell) from Pennsylvania, please 

let me know. 

[See more photos on following page.] 

Member Spotlight 

Lori Sherwood 

Photos:  

Upper, Lori half way through a Marine Corps Marathon.  

Lower, Lori during one of her cemetery adventures.  
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Bonus Member Spotlight content from 

your editor, Heather Wright. 

Only a few photos were able to fit within Lori’s article, 

but the photos she passed on as options are too good 

not to share.  

One photo is on the Hadrian’s Wall trail, the others are 

from cemeteries encountered along the way. If you 

are like me and haven’t heard of Hadrian’s Wall, here 

is a general overview: 

Hadrian’s Wall, begun in AD 122, is a 73-mile wall di-

viding Roman Britain in the south from unconquered 

Caledonia in the north. Though it is at times not far 

from the Scottish border, it lies fully in England. 

Hadrian’s Wall information: Wikipedia contributors. "Hadrian's 
Wall." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Ency-
clopedia, 3 Jan. 2023. Web. 15 Jan. 2023. 
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Learning opportunities can be found for beginning to advanced 

researchers at ConferenceKeeper.org. Find genealogy webi-

nars, seminars, conferences, workshops, podcasts, and more, 

from genealogy societies, libraries, and other organizations 

worldwide. Many events are virtual, and a large number are 

free. 

In February, more than 20 free virtual events are listed on the 

calendar. New events are added daily. Here is a small sampling 

of free virtual topics found on the February calendar. Click on 

events to see the procedures required for signups. 

Hints & Tips for solving Irish cases of Unknown Parentage 

→ Breaking Down Brick Walls with Reason and Logic 

→ Finding the Birth Mother; A Case Study 

→ The Geography of American Genealogy 

→ Using Mitochondrial DNA Testing for Genealogical Problem 

Solving 

Sign up for a once-weekly email to get news of events added 

each week or follow on Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram. 

 Learning Corner 
  from your Education Committee 

Find Genealogical  

Education Opportunities with  

ConferenceKeeper.org 

Join the Education Committee at monthly 

How-to Class meetings on ZOOM. If you 

have a topic to suggest for the classes or 

this column, please send suggestions to 

dianaquinn@vbgsva.net 

Marcy Pravetz 

[Technically not a new 

member but a returning 

one, welcome back  

Marcy!] 

My love of genealogy 

began in 2017 when I 

found my biological fam-

ily. I was born in Newark, New Jersey, adopted as an in-

fant, and raised in New York. When New Jersey opened 

birth records to adoptees in January 2017, I was able to 

finally discover the identities of my biological parents. I 

started working on my family tree soon after and have 

greatly enjoyed the research and discovery of family. I 

have brick walls for several of my Irish ancestors and 

therefore have taken several courses relating to the na-

ture and value of available record sources in the United 

States and Ireland. 

I have a BS degree in Business-Economics from the State 

University of New York College at Oneonta and retired 

last May following 30 years as an accountant with a local 

law firm. I recently earned a Certificate in Genealogical 

Studies – Irish Records from the National Institute for 

Genealogical Studies. I look forward to beginning the 

Master of Science program in Genealogical, Palaeo-

graphic, and Heraldic Studies at the University of Strath-

clyde later this year. I enjoy being a transcription volun-

teer for the Smithsonian Institution and NARA, and love 

doing research and helping others with their genealogy. 

My husband, Ken, and I moved from New York to Virgin-

ia Beach in 1992, and we have two children. 

Webinar Resource 

Do you know about Legacy Family Tree Webinars? If not, Carmen Cross wanted to make sure you do.  

While there is an annual membership fee for full benefits, you can attend the weekly webinar for free as 

well as access certain recordings in the online library. Among the benefits of membership are access to 

all webinars, chat logs, and handouts.  

Peruse upcoming programs and download the schedule here,  https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/.  

https://conferencekeeper.org/
https://tockify.com/confkeep/detail/22280/1676437200000?search=(V)&amp;startms=1675227600000
https://tockify.com/confkeep/detail/22105/1677560400000?search=(V)&amp;startms=1675227600000
Finding%20the%20Birth%20Mother;%20A%20Case%20Study
https://tockify.com/confkeep/detail/21907/1675918800000?search=(V)&amp;startms=1675227600000
https://tockify.com/confkeep/detail/22283/1675227600000?search=(V)&amp;startms=1675227600000
https://tockify.com/confkeep/detail/22283/1675227600000?search=(V)&amp;startms=1675227600000
mailto:dianaquinn@vbgsva.net
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/
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I’m Dorothy McKenzie, and I can-

not remember a time when gene-

alogy was not a part of my life. 

From about age five, my dad told 

me about relatives, our Scottish 

ancestry, and took me on excur-

sions to nearby graveyards in 

North and South Carolina. 

At that time, I didn't realize 

that one of the graves in 

the old churchyard was that of Joseph McKenzie, our 

direct Revolutionary War patriot ancestor. Both my sis-

ter and I remember dad patiently drawing a quick an-

cestor chart on the back of an envelope or paper nap-

kin prior to introducing us to someone new. With a his-

torian as a dad, I’ve found that all the information he 

told me or left to me is true 

(although locating sources is some-

times a pain). 

Most recently, I verified that my old-

est friend Debi’s husband is a cousin! 

Debi was our neighbor when we 

moved into Aragona Village in Janu-

ary 1960. Her husband Mike Corriher 

is my 3rd cousin once removed!  I 

joined the DAR about ten years ago 

to honor my dad and have since lo-

cated eight other patriot ancestors. 

One of my current projects is trying to locate information on 

my 7th great-grandfather Lovely/Lovelis/Loveless Savidge/

Savage, born 1665 in Jamestown, VA. Locating and verifying 

the parents of my 4th great-grandfather Barnabas “Barney” 

Baxley (1781- 1862) of Marion, SC is also proving difficult. I’m 

trying to locate a bastardy bond for my 3rd great-grandfather 

Mason Harwell from Catawba Co., NC to verify his father is 

Aaron Sherrill. 

My other interests are Chi-

nese brush painting, ceme-

tery conservation, taking 

care of my old Victorian 

house, visiting my four 

grandchildren, and adding to 

my daylily and hellebore col-

lections. I’m a Norfolk Mas-

ter Gardener, mainly inter-

ested in our Significant Tree 

Program. My new husband is 

trying to get me interested in 

golf. So far I have changed my 

wardrobe over to stretchy golf 

clothes, handy for changing tod-

dlers, and recently acquired my 

own putter. I retired in 2018 

after 38 years working for the 

Navy as a radiation health physi-

cist. I also love to hunt for fossils.  

Dorothy McKenzie 

Upper: Dorothy cleaning her first gravestone at Historic St. Luke's 

Museum & Church in Smithfield, VA  

Lower: Dorothy on her wedding day, 2019. 

Lynda Barone 

My name is Lynda McKinney Barone; I live in Williamsburg, VA. My son Brian Couper Baldwin 

lives in Virginia Beach and is a member of VBGS. We both share the same passion for research-

ing, assembling, and preserving our family history so we can share it with other family members.  

Fortunately, my mother kept organized paper records, and my father’s sister, my favorite aunt, 

spent the past 30 years researching our family history and documenting her findings in Family 

Tree Maker and Ancestry. Having access to these valuable resources has been most helpful in 

building our family trees.  

But we still have some gaping knowledge holes in my mother’s maternal lineage, which traces 

back to England with possible Irish and Australian components. There are many unknowns, in-

cluding admitted lies and deceptions, which complicate matters. Some of the names Brian and I 

are currently researching include Goodman in England, Australia, Ireland and Massachusetts, 

and Cubley in Chicago and Massachusetts.    
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Don't Blame Ancestry for those Erroneous Hints 

by Diana Quinn 

Henry Benjamin Giddens was 
the cause of chaos in many 
Giddens family trees at An-
cestry.com. Henry was the 
first cousin to my 2nd great-
grandfather, George Lullen 
Giddens, and part of cluster 

research aimed at finding my 5th great-grandparents.  

Before I show you the chaos, you will need a little background 
information. In the 1800s, the majority of this Giddens family 
were found living in Wayne, Duplin, and/or Sampson counties 
in North Carolina. My 3rd great-grandparents, Mitchell Gid-
dens and Letisha Britt, were the parents of my 2nd great-
grandfather George and several other children, including Hen-
ry Clay Giddens, an essential figure in this story.1  

Henry Benjamin Giddens' parents were David Giddens and 
Sophia Britt, David was Mitchell's slightly older brother, and 
Sophia was a sister to Letisha.2 

The Chaos 

I looked at Ancestry's shaky leaf hints after adding Henry Ben-
jamin Giddens to my family tree and found that they were not 
at all helpful. Eleven of Ancestry's shaky leaf hints for Henry 
Benjamin Giddens were known facts about his first cousin, 

Henry Clay Giddens.3 I ignored these hints, gave feedback, 
and moved on to Ancestry's Public Member Trees.  

When looking at an ancestor at Ancestry, I always check the 
Public Member Trees. You never know what you might find. I 
have discovered new photos, documents, and cousins. In this 
case, most trees did not have documentation, and many trees 
showed that Henry Benjamin was the son of Mitchell and 
Letisha, not David and Sophia. In addition, the children of 
both couples were randomly scattered between the two fami-
lies.4

  

It did not take long to find a document that may have contrib-
uted to the problems in the Ancestry trees. Henry Benjamin 
Giddens' father was named as David Giddens on his death 
certificate, but his mother was recorded as Loretitia Briette.5 
I'm sure this caused much confusion and led to some family 
researchers naming Henry Benjamin's parents as Mitchell and 
Letisha. 

We must remember that informants named on death certifi-
cates may not have been knowledgeable about the de-
ceased's family. Oscar H. Giddens, son of Henry, was the in-
formant on his father's death certificate. He was born after 

(Continued on page 16) 
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his grandparents died, so he had no first-hand knowledge of 
David and Sophia.6 

Unfortunately, this mistake may have also led someone to 
come to the erroneous conclusion that Mitchell and David 
were one person. That someone may have created the name 
"Mitchell David Giddens," which is currently seen in sixty-
eight of Ancestry's Public Member Trees.7 

And, to add to the confusion, both first cousins, named Hen-
ry, died only one day apart in Sampson County, North Caroli-
na. Henry Clay Giddens died on 11 October 1922, and Henry 
Benjamin Giddens died on 12 October 1922.8 

Don't Blame Ancestry 

Don't blame Ancestry for this debacle. The death certificate 
and other coincidences occurred long before Ancestry.com. 
Ancestry gave me hints by comparing details in my tree to 
details on other trees submitted by subscribers.9 With two 
named Henry Giddens in the same geographical area, similari-
ties on the death records, and conflicting information about 
parents on other Ancestry trees, there are bound to be erro-
neous hints.10 

How You Can Help 

Be a conscientious family researcher. Before adding facts to a 
profile, review those hints and related documents carefully. If 
there is a question, look for other records that may shed light 
on the answer. 

When you see an incorrect hint, use the feedback option to 
tell why you ignored the hint. According to Ancestry, giving 
feedback will help to improve the algorithm creating the 
hints.  

In my case, I had enough documentation showing that David 
and Sophia were the parents of Henry Benjamin Giddens. I 
wrote a narrative describing the documentation and my 
thoughts. I added this narrative as a story to my family tree at 
Ancestry. I hope that other researchers will see the story and 
that more trees will show Henry Benjamin Giddens' parents 
as David Giddens and Sophia Britt.  

Don't Blame Ancestry  (Continued from page 15) 

Henry Benjamin Giddens 11 

1.  Diana Bryan Quinn "#52ancestors Post Thirty-Six: Mitchell Giddens was a Shoemaker" blog entry, 9 September 2018, Moments in Time: A Genealo-
gy Blog (https://momentsintimeagenealogyblog.blogspot.com/2018/09/52ancestors-posts-thirty-six-mitchell.html: accessed 8 January 2023). 

2. Diana Bryan Quinn "Gathering Giddens: David Giddens and Sophia Britt of Wayne and Sampson Counties in North Carolina" blog entry, 18 August 
2022, Moments in Time: A Genealogy Blog (https://momentsintimeagenealogyblog.blogspot.com/2022/08/gathering-giddens-david-giddens-and.html: 
accessed 8 January 2023). 

3. Diana Quinn, " #1 Diana's Bryan-Quinn Family," Hints for Henry Benjamin Giddens [Hints can only be seen by tree owner.], public tree, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/45260559/family/familyview?cfpid=410088574056: accessed 9 August 2022). 

4. Public Member Trees, database, Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1030/: accessed 15 July 2022. A search for Henry 
Benjamin Giddens, along with variations, resulted in 71 trees. 

5.  "North Carolina Deaths, 1906-1930," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:F38D-K2R : 20 February 2021), 
Henry B. Giddens, 12 October 1922. 

6. Diana Bryan Quinn "Gathering Giddens: David Giddens and Sophia Britt of Wayne and Sampson Counties in North Carolina" blog entry, 18 August 
2022, Moments in Time: A Genealogy Blog (https://momentsintimeagenealogyblog.blogspot.com/2022/08/gathering-giddens-david-giddens-and.html: 
accessed 8 January 2023). 

7.  Public Member Trees, database, Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1030/ : accessed 12 August 2022. A search for 
Mitchell David Giddens resulted in 68 trees. 

8. "North Carolina Deaths, 1906-1930," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DTW9-CQF?
cc=1609799&wc=MJWT-4WL%3A1042603101 : 3 May 2019), 004216192 > image 2538 of 2950; State Department of Archives and History, Raleigh. Also, 
"North Carolina Deaths, 1906-1930," FamilySearch, Henry B. Giddens, 12 October 1922. 

9. "How hints work," Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/cs/us/hints: accessed 3 July 2022).  
10. Ibid. 

      11. "Family at Farmhouse in Newton Grove, NC," photo of Margaret Vann and Henry B. Giddens, cropped from group photo, n.d.; scanned image,  

from the privately held collection of Gus Grubba, NC, 2022.  
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Genealogy Day at the Beach 2023 

Mark your calendars for the  

2nd Annual Genealogy Day at the Beach! 

Last May, VBGS hosted an afternoon of short presentations 

and an exhibition hall before the monthly meeting. This time 

it’s bigger -- a whole day of genealogy fun.  

Plans are being made now. If you’d like to be on the planning 

committee or help out the day of the event, contact  

genealogyday@vbgsva.net..  

The day will feature:  
Speakers•Vendors•Exhibitors•Kids activities 

Check for updates at https://www.vbgsva.net/genealogy-day-at-the-beach.html 

Wanted - If you or someone you know would like to be a speaker, exhibitor, and/or vendor. 

Write genealogyday@vbgsva.net for an application, or find it on the website through the link above.   

All presentations, exhibitors, and vendors must be genealogy or history related. 

Speakers 

Time blocks of 30 to 60 minutes. No speaker fees paid. 

Presentations can be varied: share a research topic or  

technique, or talk about your business or a published work. 

Exhibitors & Vendors 

No vendor fees. One 6’ table provided. 

Share information, promote your business,  

or sell family history related wares . 

A big Thank you! to Allen County Public 
Library for supplying the final missing 
issues, the online archive is complete! 

The indexing, though, is not:   
34 of 145 issues are complete, or 23% 

If you can help with indexing,  

contact Heather at newsletter@vbgsva.net 

Archive 

Update  
by Heather Wright 

Upcoming Social Events 

The Social Committee is busy planning events for VBGS members. These are 
not scheduled yet, stay tuned for more information.  

Tours: Jamestowne Rediscovery in Jamestown, VA. 

Dinner: Dinner following the Monthly Meeting at nearby 
restaurants.  

Trips: Research outings to Library of Virginia in Richmond 
and the National Archives and DAR Library in Washington 
D.C. (Interest survey to be emailed to members soon.) 

Do you have suggestions for meetings or outings? Let us know! 

Monthly Meeting suggestions: program@vbgsva.net 

How-to Class or Computer User Group suggestions: education@vbgsva.net 

Social activity suggestions: social@vbgsva.net  
(Also, send a message if you would like to be on the Social Committee.)  

food 

more 

VBGS is yours, drop your requests here 

mailto:genealogyday@vbgsva.net.?subject=Genealogy%20day%20at%20the%20Beach
https://www.vbgsva.net/genealogy-day-at-the-beach.html
mailto:genealogyday@vbgsva.net.?subject=Genealogy%20day%20at%20the%20Beach
mailto:newsletter@vbgsva.net?subject=newsletter%20archive
mailto:program@vbgsva.net?subject=meeting%20suggestion
mailto:education@vbgsva.net?subject=topic%20suggestion
mailto:social@vbgsva.net?subject=activity%20suggestion
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Recipe 
Corner 

The above recipe will be included in the Social Committee’s recipe book once there are enough submissions.  

If you would like to contribute a family recipe, contact Debby Christian at social@vbgsva.net 

This recipe for 
Uncle Roger’s Dumplings  
has been shared by Heather Wright 

Uncle Roger existed occasionally in my life until around age eight, when he and aunt 

Marcy divorced. I will always remember him for three things: 1. talking like Daffy Duck 

and making me laugh, 2. showing me his foot with only a big toe (lawn mower accident), 

making me laugh more, and 3. this dumpling recipe.  

I don’t remember him making it, but it was a staple in our house and a go-to as my birth-

day dinner request for many years. My mother shadowed him to capture the recipe be-

low. She served it with breaded chicken that she baked and roughly shredded, and 

mashed potatoes. Now, as a vegetarian, I simply use veggie broth and omit the chicken. 

Still one of my favorites; I always have it over mashed potatoes. 

Ingredients 
3 c flour 

6 egg yolks 

1 tsp salt 

~8 oz warm water 

 salt and pepper to taste 

see note below broth, chicken or veggie 

Directions 

1. Mix the flour, egg yolks, and salt until yellow. 
2. Add the water, mix to form a dough.  
 (You may need a little more or less water than the 8oz stated. 
 The dough should be pliable enough to roll but not too sticky, 
 add a little flour if needed.)   
3. Roll the dough onto a floured surface, about 1/8” thick and cut 

into roughly 1.5” squares. 
4. Bring your broth of choice to a boil.  
5. Drop the dumplings in a few at a time so they don’t stick to-

gether. Cook for 5-6 minutes or until done. 
 
The dumplings will puff up a good bit and any excess flour will help 
thicken the broth a little. Add salt and pepper to taste. You can 
drain off the broth when serving but it acts as a nice gravy over 
mashed potatoes.  

Broth: No specific amount of broth is noted but 6 - 8 c 

should be plenty (two 32oz containers). You want the 

dumplings to be covered but not floating around as in a 

soup. More broth or water can be added as needed. 

Uncle Roger Brown 

mailto:social@vbgsva.net
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Youth Membership Option 
VBGS wants to encourage interest in family history from an early age, along with involvement in the genealogy communi-

ty. With an eye to this goal, VBGS announces a  

There are no restrictions to what they can do as a member. Participate in meetings and even serve on committees if able. 

So, if you know of any young people who may be interested, spread the word! 

New from the  

National Archives 

Do you ever peruse the Catalog on the 

National Archives website? If not, you 

should spend some time checking out its holdings here: 

https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

There are over 200 million digitized pages! Here are some of 

the newly added record sets: 

→ Target Dossiers Pertaining to the British Isles - 

This record series is partially complete, with over 4,000 

items viewable online. Each dossier has a map, ariel pho-

to, and site description. 

→ Captured German Documents and Related Rec-

ords, 1942–1945 -  This series contains 900+ pages of 

German military records captured by U.S. forces, as well 

as pertinent background records.  

→ Utility Patent Drawings, 1837–1911 - This record 

series is partially complete, with over 92,000 images 

viewable online. Images are of patent illustrations of pro-

posed inventions having mechanical components.  

→ Active Case Files, 1943–1945 - This series houses 

discrimination case files against private employers and 

unions in industries connected to war. Included in the 

files are the complaint, as well as investigation docu-

ments, notes, and correspondence.  

Every month, the National Archives posts a listing of newly 

released data sets here: https://www.archives.gov/research/

catalog/whats-new?utm_campaign=newyear-

jan2023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter 

VBGS Member Benefit 

Member Lending Library 

Do you ever wonder if other VBGS members have books or 

other reference items that may be useful to you? 

Or, maybe you have something you can share with others. 

The Member Lending Library is the place to make that con-

nection. Right now, the list of shared items is short, but that 

can change with your input.  

Visit https://www.vbgsva.net/member-lending-library.html 

and fill in the form to list items you have or need. For those 

you own, you can choose to physically lend the item out or 

provide a look-up service if 

someone contacts you.  

Current items include: 

• Alexander Reed (1776-

1842) and His Descendants,  

Colin McFarquhar (1729-1822)  

• Roster of Ohio Soldiers in the War of 1812, by the  

Adjutant General of Ohio, 1916  

• Index to West Virginia Estates Before 1866, Vol. 1 & 2 

• Ministerial Directory Presbyterian Church,  

US (Southern) 1861-1983 (5 volumes)  

• Profile of a Hero: Absalom Baird, His Family  

and the American Military Tradition  

• SIMS Index to Land Grants in West Virginia  

• Map Guide to U.S. Federal Censuses, 1790-1920  

https://catalog.archives.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/whats-new?utm_campaign=newyear-jan2023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/whats-new?utm_campaign=newyear-jan2023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/whats-new?utm_campaign=newyear-jan2023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
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Help is here, VBGS Mentors 
Did you know VBGS members can get help from fellow member mentors for free?  

The current mentors are listed below. Check out the Mentors page in the member-only area of the 

website for more information and to contact a mentor. 

If you would like to be added to the mentor list, or need to update your current listing, contact webmaster@vbgsva.net. 

 

 

April Owens 

Converting media 
 

Craig Fenton 

DNA 
 

Debby Christian 

Planning a Genealogy Trip to Europe 
 

Diana Quinn 

Ancestry, Ancestry DNA, newspapers, general questions 

the Leeds method of clustering DNA matches 
 

Diane Fenton 

extreme Eastern NC, coastal NY, RI 
 

 

Heather Wright 
Legacy Family Tree, Family Search 

DNA (23andMe, FTDNA, GEDmatch, DNA Painter) 
 

Kay Knight 
WikiTree, NY Wills and Land Records 

 

Renee Haynes 

Ancestry, DNA 
 

Wendy Bransom 
WikiTree 

Your VBGS  
     needs 
 

Have you thought about getting more involved in VBGS?  
 

You don’t have to know anything about the position coming in; 

just be willing to learn. Here’s where help is needed:  

Digital Archivist 
Work with the Board and Com-
mittee Chairs to ensure all Society 
documents and photos are upload-
ed and organized on Google Drive.  

Program Committee Members 
Committee members find and contract speakers for the monthly 
meetings, send out meeting notifications and the Zoom link, and help 
host the meeting in-person and/or online.   

Social Committee Members 
Help Debby Christian organize social 
and research outings.   

You-Tube Editor 
Clip small videos from our growing library of recorded 
meetings to be the public face of VBGS on YouTube. 

If you are interested in one of the positions, contact Barbara at nominations@vbgsva.net  

Nominations Committee Members 
Help fill positions that make VBGS run.  

Secretary 
Our Secretary is moving! This is a Board position, record 
meeting minutes, participate in discussions, and vote. 

mailto:webmaster@vbgsva.net?subject=VBGS%20mentor%20list
mailto:nominations@vbgsva.net

