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Nineteenth century maps depicting 
Princess Anne County are not suffi-
ciently detailed to display obscure 
landmarks cited in deeds. Some such 
geographic reference points can, 
however, be located with the aid of a 
map created between 1928 and 1930 
by L. D. Hines. That crudely drawn 

depiction of the county serves as a cartographic Rosetta 
stone, connecting the past with the present. Its unique fea-
tures are its scale and timing. Hines produced a map so large 
that he was able to identify individual property owners on it, 
and did so at a time when older place names, such as Lone 
Point and Robinson’s Island, were still in use.  
 

The utility of the Hines map to family historians can be illus-
trated by examining land purchased by the Barco family im-
mediately following the Civil War, near what would become 
Dam Neck Naval Air Station. On an unspecified day in No-

vember 1865, William Barco, an elderly new arrival in the 
area, purchased 93 acres of Princess Anne County ocean-
front real estate for $425. The property is described in the 
deed as consisting of two separate tracts, as follows:  
 

All that certain tract of land containing seventy-three acres…
being in Sea Side Neck, called the Henry Robinson tract.… 
binding the James Robinson tract, commencing at the center 
of a cove between these tracts and running to the head of 
the cove, then running to the fence running Easterly to the 
outward gate, then running the same course to the ocean 
shore, then binding the ocean on the East, on the North 
crossing the beech [sic] to the head of the pond binding the 
William Rainey tract and by the pond on the West…also an-
other tract or parcel of land also situated in Sea Side Neck 
called and known by the name of Lone Point, containing by a 
recent survey twenty acres…. 1 
 

(see To the Sea on page 5) 

Straight to the Sea by David Leatherwood 

Sharing Stories by Therese DeSanto 
I always felt it was very hard to get my dad to talk about his 
life growing up or his experiences as a fireman. After his 
death, I started to wonder why he loved camping and fishing 
so much. I experienced the camping and 
fishing with him, but it is his love of be-
ing a firefighter that I realized I didn’t 
know much about.   
  

After he died in 2017, my mom, brother, 
sisters, and I have been able to share 
among each other, the bits, and pieces 
of what he said during general conver-
sations. We all remember hearing the 
love in his voice when he would drive 
the ladder part of the fire truck, having 
to control the steering wheel in the 
back. My sister talks of moments when 

she remembers watching him on 
the back driving the fire truck 
off.  She talks of when she was vis-

iting him, 
when he and 
all the other 
firefighters 
were 
“rushing” to drive off to a call. She says 
she remembers seeing this bright red 
truck going off in the distance and 
watching my dad in the ladder part go-
ing around the corner and drifting away, 
into the distance.  

 
 
 

 
 

              (see Stories on page 3) 
Therese, dad Ed Wilkerson, and brother Ed Jr., 1966 
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Membership 

The membership year is Sep-Aug,  

$25/individual 

$35/household of 2 
 

For more information and to  

become a member, visit   

vbgsva.net/membership 

 

current members: 128 
(includes 15 household) 

Board Members 

     President: Wendy Bransom 

     Vice President: Heather Wright  

     Secretary: Sam Williams  

     Treasurer: Craig Fenton  

     Past President: Craig Fenton  

Members at Large:  

Debby Christian, Carmen Cross, 

David Hamilton, Diana Quinn 
 

Committee & Group Chairs 

     Archivist: Peg Niedholdt 

     Awards: Barbara Murry  

     Computer User Group: April Owens 
     Digital Archivist: could be you!  

     Education: Diana Quinn 

     Librarian: Brian Baldwin  

     Membership: Lori Sherwood  

     Newsletter: Heather Wright 

     Program: Bob Bruce  

     Publicity: Barbara Murray  

     Social: Debbie Christian 

     Social Media Ambassador:  
  Laura Lavene 
     Webmaster: Carmen Cross 

     Scholarship: Jackie Alcorn 

     Writers Group: Carol Johnson 

Use the email links or  
contact the administrator,  

Bobbie Brenton, at 
admin@vbgsva.net  

 

For more information, visit 

vbgsva.net/about--contact  

VBGS is a proud member of 

 The National Genealogical Society  

ngsgenealogy.org 

The Virginia Genealogical Society  

vgs.org 

 

Objectives  

1. To help individuals conduct genealog-

ical research and compile their family 

histories.  

2. To educate, including lectures, dis-

cussions, and workshops.  

3. To create and foster an interest in  

genealogy. 

4. To gather and preserve genealogical 

and historical data.  

Founding  

The Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 

was founded in 1983. While some mem-

bers are interested in local genealogy, 

like the city itself, most are not originally 

from the area. As a result, the group has 

far-reaching areas of interest.  

Click here to find us online  
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President’s Message 

Welcome to the Fall!  I am writing this from Salt Lake 
City, Utah, my yearly research trip to FamilySearch. I 
hope some of you have had time to research. 
 
If you have not paid your membership dues, I recom-
mend you do so very soon, or you will lose your VBGS 
benefits. A big one - our meetings are recorded, so you 
can watch them as often as you want. Go to 
www.vbgsva.net/membership to see all those benefits 
you will lose!  

 
We will not have a banquet in 2023; nobody wanted to be the chair to coordi-
nate it. Instead, we will have a social event next Spring. Our Social Chair, Debbie 
Christian, will inform us soon.  
 
Congratulations to Craig Fenton and the Publicity Committee for a successful 
virtual conference. We learned new skills and have some new VBGS members; 
we can’t wait to meet them! 
 
Please send me your ideas for speakers for 2023 at president@vbgsva.net. We 
need a new Program Chair. It can be an interesting position. You meet with your 
committee to pick possible speakers for our Monthly Meetings. You communi-
cate with potential presenters. If anyone accepts, you send them a form to fill 
out, which helps you prepare them for the day they present. You can download 
our bylaws for more specifics. We have a few other positions that we need to 
fill. Contact Barbara Murray at nominations@vbgsva.net if you can help.  
 
Be safe and stay healthy! 
Wendy Bransom 
VBGS President 
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Stories (continued from page 1) 
We all remember him teaching us the importance of checking 
a door to make sure it wasn’t hot, since that could be an indi-
cation of fire in the next room. He loved to teach and take the 
fire truck to elementary schools. He would talk about the 
amazement of the children when he made the ladder go up 
higher and higher.                                        
 

He was a volunteer firefighter in Sterling Park, then later a 
paid firefighter in Arlington County. He may have been a lieu-
tenant. My dad was stationed at firehouses near Crystal City, 
Cherrydale, and on Wilson Boulevard. He loved fighting brush 
fires and felt Sterling Park had more than Arlington County.    
  

We know the Cherrydale firehouse is where the first female 
firefighter began and how the other firefighters used to joke 
with him about how she took over his bed at the firehouse. I 
wish I had asked him about that! 
  

Sharing stories among us has been so valuable because we all 
have different memories. It was fairly easy, because I sent a 
message on Facebook, and everyone shared memories! My 

brother talks of the time my dad parked an old vintage fire 
truck in our front yard so he could restore it. I am thankful my 
brother can share that 
story and that my mom 
was able to confirm, as I 
have no memory of that.  
 
I am thankful I have been 
able to catch a glimpse of 
what being a firefighter 
meant to him. For now, 
my goal is to find a photo 
of my dad in his fireman’s 
suit, and maybe I’ll be 
lucky and find a photo in 
a newspaper of the vin-
tage fire truck he re-
stored too. 

Therese and her dad Ed, 2017 
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CALENDAR 
VBGS meetings and events are in bold; all non-VBGS events listed are open to the public.  

Monthly Meetings are open to all and now hybrid if possible, at the VB Central Library and on Zoom. Small group meetings are open to 

current VBGS members and may be in person, on Zoom, or hybrid. See the website for more info.  vbgsva.net/meetings--events 

November 

1 How-to Class, 7pm on Zoom 

Introduction to Land records: Deeds, presented by Sara Kidd 

10 Monthly Meeting, 5:30pm, hybrid, VB Central Library and Zoom 

Finding Aids presented by Michael D. Lacopo D.V.M. with Roots4U  

16 Computer User Group, 5:30pm, hybrid, VB Central Library and Zoom 

19 Tidewater Genealogical Society general meeting, 10 am, see tidewatergenealogicalsociety.org for more 

21 Writers Group, 7pm on Zoom 

“Framing” and Sharing a Diary or Journal Entry, or a Memoir, presented by Carol Johnson 

December 
6 How-to Class, 7pm on Zoom 

Using public databases on the DAR website, presented by Wendy Bransom 

8 Monthly Meeting, 5:30pm, hybrid, VB Central Library and Zoom 

Probate Inventories, presented by Gay Baynes 

19 Writers Group, 7pm on Zoom 

“Framing” and Sharing a Vintage Holiday Greeting, presented by Carol Johnson 

 (No Computer User Group this month) 

January   
Note: There are planned upgrades at the VB Central Library in January and February - rooms are currently unable to be reserved. 

Check the website for up-to-date information, as the Monthly Meeting and CUG may meet on Zoom only. 

3 How-to Class, 7pm on Zoom 

Using Early Census, Court, and Land Records to Solve Pre-1850 Problems, presented by Diana Quinn 

12 Monthly Meeting, 5:30pm, Zoom (potentially hybrid) 

Connecting Faces Through Time – How Related Faces Can Help Identify Unknown People in Old Photos 

presented by Tina LaFreniere with Related Faces 

16 Writers Group, 7pm on Zoom 

Writing Successes and Conundrums, presented by Carol Johnson 

TBD Computer User Group, 5:30pm, Zoom (potentially hybrid) 

Looking Ahead 

2-4 Mar 2023: RootsTech 2023 virtual and in person at Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City  

31 May - 3 Jun 2023: NGS Family History Conference in Richmond! 



5 November 2022 

To the Sea  (continued from page 1) 

William Barco’s deed specifies that he bought his parcels of 
land from Caroline Beasley, Mary Dunton, Sabrina Dunton, 
and John Dunton (heirs of a man named David Dunton).  
After acquiring oceanfront property, Barco divided it be-
tween his two sons. Bailey Barco would later testify my fa-
ther marked two trees, one [on] the West and [one] on the 
East of the farm and my portion was the North of that line he 
marked.2 His older brother Jonathan Barco, who was already 
married and had three children, lived on the opposite side of 
the dividing line.3 
 

Jonathan Barco built a house on the site where the Robinson 
family home once stood (it having burned down by the time 
the Barcos took possession of the real estate). His brother 
Bailey constructed a dwelling to its north, not far from the 
ocean.  

 

William Barco signed his will on 10 March 1868 in Princess 
Anne County, Virginia, confirming the division of his real es-
tate between his two sons:   
…I being weake in health but strong in mind thank be to God 
for it…I give to my son Jonathan a part of my farm beginning 
on the westward part on the house side at a gum and then 
running east to a pine tree in the thicket and strate to the sea 
on by water mark. I allso give my son Baley a perfeck rite in 
the timber land that I have given my son Jonathan and all the 
rest of my property to my son Baley both real and pursinable 
at my deth affer my detes is pade and I allso give to my sone 
Jonathan a rite in timber on lone point.6 
 

John G. Rainey and Jonathan W. Fentress witnessed the will, 
which William Barco acknowledged with an “x” mark.  
Rainey, a lifetime resident of the area, was then in his mid-

sixties. Fentress, who was in his late fifties, is listed in the 
census two years later as a “Miller (Wind)” by profession.  
Barco would live another five years after signing his last tes-
tament.  
 

The images on the following page highlight geographic fea-
tures cited in Barco family deeds in the 1860s, using Hines’ 
map and an overhead photograph as locational guides. Lake 
Tecumseh (formerly known as Salt Pond) falls today within 
the confines of the Dam Neck Naval Air Station, which has 
protected much of the surrounding area from development.  
The Barcos’ property was concentrated east and southeast 
of Salt Pond, and included a place once known as Robinson’s 
Island (the term “island,” in this case, denotes mainland 
property surrounded by marshes). Lone Point, a tract of land 
purchased by William Barco in 1865 and mortgaged three 

years later, is on the southwestern edge of Salt Pond, sepa-
rated from the bulk of his real estate holdings by that body 
of water. 
 

Although it was doubtlessly not his intent, Hines left us a 
map that, when consulted in conjunction with other evi-
dence, can prove a valuable tool for local genealogists. Over 
sixty years separate Hines’ map from William Barco’s pres-
ence in the area, but the surnames of many of the latter’s 
associates can be found on it.  Belanga, Bell, Dozier, Dyer, 
James, Malbone, Rainey, Whitehurst, and Woodhouse 
households, inhabited by descendants of families that had 
lived along that stretch of coastline for generations, feature 
prominently. Hines’ full map is accessible at: vbgov.com/
government/departments/communications-info-tech/maps/
pages/historic-maps.aspx.                       (see To the Sea on 

Salt Pond and Fresh Pond (green circle) on Virginia’s coast.4  
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To the Sea  (continued from page 5) 

Overhead image of the area of Lake Tecumseh (center/left, formerly known as Salt Pond), with locations highlighted of landmarks 
once known as Lone Point (purple circle), Robinson’s Island (orange), Black Gut (blue), and Rainey’s Pond (yellow), as well as the 

spots where two windmills once stood at Dam Neck (red star) and another three at Sand Bridge (blue star).
8
 

The area of Salt Pond and Rainey’s Pond circa 1930.
9
 

Sources: 

1 Princess Anne County, Virginia Deed Book 48, pp. 411-412.  This deed is also referenced in a later Princess Anne County chancery case (index number 1896-001), held 
at the Library of Virginia.  James M. Belanga and William Barco’s son Jonathan L. Barco witnessed the transaction.  Barco paid Beasley $125, and gave each of the three 
Duntons named in the deed $100.   
 

2 From the deposition of Bailey Barco to the Circuit Court of Princess Anne County, Virginia in the suit brought by Jonathan L. Barco against Henry T. Barnes and Wil-
liam C. Carroll (Library of Virginia, Princess Anne County Chancery Record 1896-001). 
 

3 Jonathan and Mary Beasley Barco’s child William Stephans Barco was born in 1860, Jesper “Jesse” Barco in 1862, and Julia8 A. Barco in 1863.  For confirmation of 
their birthdates, see William Barco’s 9 December 1928 Princess Anne County, Virginia death certificate (Registration District 761B), Jesse Barco’s 22 February 1922 
Norfolk, Virginia death certificate (Registration District 6602), and Julia Barco’s headstone at the Dam Neck Fleet Combat Training Center in Virginia Beach, Virginia.   
Jonathan and Mary Barco would have at least six additional children following their move to Dam Neck.  
 

4 Segment of a larger map by Thomas Jefferson Cram, titled S.E. portion of Virginia and N.E. portion of N'th Carolina (1861).  Circle annotation added by David Leatherwood (2019).   
Salt Pond is today known as Lake Tecumseh. 
 

5 Dwight M. Agnew, Jr., The Dam Neck Story (1969), page unnumbered.  Whether the destruction of the Robinson family home on land later purchased by William Barco 
occurred during the Civil War is not recorded.   
 

6 Princess Anne County Will Book, page 21. Spelling and capitalization are consistent with the original. Overall acreage of the land described is not specified in the 
deed. 
 

7 Schedule 1 of the 1870 federal census of Seaboard Township in Princess Anne County, Virginia, p. 9 (dwelling 68) and p. 55 (dwelling 401).  
 

8 google.com/maps/@36.7672193,-75.9689474,2455m/data=!3m1!1e3.  Circle highlights added by David Leatherwood (2020).  The Atlantic Ocean is visible at right in 
the image. 
 

9 Detail from a larger map by County Engineer L. D. Hines, titled Road Map, Princess Anne County, Virginia (the map was produced in 1930, but bears the handwritten 
date August 1928).  Color has been added to the version of the map above to differentiate bodies of water from the land, and to highlight people and places of interest 
(alterations by Gregory Leatherwood, 2020).  Hines’ map incorrectly identifies Robinson’s Island as Roberson’s Island. 
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Sharing a Poem 

The following is an excerpt of Searching for the Voice in My Heart, a poem by Darlene Ste-

vens,written for an assignment in a genealogy class.  It is often found online as The Census Taker 

with the author unknown, as was the case when it came to new member Ann LaMar many years 

ago. It was given to Ann by a fellow genealogist; she has grown to love it and wanted to share it 

with us.  

Read the poem in its entirety at: 

www.spokesman.com/

stories/1997/may/04/searching-

for-the-voice-in-my-heart/ 

 

 

 It was the first day of census, and all through the land; 

 The pollster was ready ... a black book in hand. 

 He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride; 

 His book and some quills were tucked close by his side. 

 A long winding ride down a road barely there; 

 Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting, up through the air. 

 The woman was tired, with lines on her face; 

 And wisps of brown hair she tucked back into place. 

 She gave him some water ... as they sat at the table; 

 And she answered his questions ... the best she was able.  

Dues deadline 
still $25 for individuals & 

$35 for a household of two 
 

Thank you to those who paid their 2022-2023 dues!  

Those who have not renewed by December 1 will be 

transferred from the active rolls to the  

non-member list. Non-members receive the news-

letter and notices of Monthly Meetings and other 

events open to the public, but lose other member-

ship benefits.  

If you need to check on your status, write 

membership@vbgsva.net. 

Fill out the membership form and pay online at  

https://www.vbgsva.net/membership.html 

(You can also mail it in, find the printable form and  

address through the same link) 

 

Resource Recommendations 

In September 2022, VBGS members Carol and Elgin Green visited the 

Allen County Public Library in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. One of the genealo-

gy librarians there shared her four favorite reference books, and they 

wanted to pass them along. (Amazon.com links for reference.)  
 

Red Book: American State, County & Town Sources, 

Third Edition – Alice Eichholz (Editor)  

A guide to the most useful resources in each state, with 

excellent maps and information on county holdings. 

(free on Ancestry.com) 

The Researcher's Guide to American Genealogy.  

4th Edition by Val D Greenwood  (Author) 

 A guide to genealogical research and up-to-date records 

and tools. Both a textbook and reference book.  
 

Map Guide to the U.S. Federal  

Censuses, 1790-1920 by William Thorndale and 

William Dollarhide (Authors)  

Almost 400 maps showing county boundary 

changes from 1790-1920. 
 

Encyclopedia of Local History and Genealogy. U.S. 

Counties Series 1 Volume 1 by Gary Ronald (editors) 

Jackson, Ronald Vern & Teeples (Author)  

U.S. County formations, with parent and progeny 

counties, if applicable. (currently unavailable) 
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EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum, opened in May 2016, tells 

the story of Irish migration in 20 interactive galleries. Located 

on the River Liffey in the Dublin Docklands area, this privately 

owned museum was founded by Neville Isdell, former chair-

man and chief executive of the Coca-Cola Company. Isdell 

was born in County Down and, at age 10, left Ireland for  

Zambia.   

EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum was voted Europe’s  

Leading Tourist Attraction at the World Travel Awards in 

2019, 2020, and 2021.  

I visited this fabulous museum in September 2022, spending 

about two hours in the interactive galleries learning stories of 

many who left Ireland. Most galleries consisted of videos or 

required much reading, so this museum would not be  

recommended for young children. The cost was €18.* 

At the back of the EPIC Gift Shop is 

an Irish Family History Centre. For 

€55, I booked a 30-minute consult 

with a genealogist to help me 

search beyond vital statistics in 

Ireland. I came away with new 

search terms and suggestions for researching landowners, 

estate records, and parliamentary records.   

Note that consultations can also be conducted via Skype and 

Zoom. In addition to the 30-minute consult for €55, a 60-

minute consult can be booked for €95 and 90 minutes for 

€135. 

Want to see this museum but not planning a trip to Ireland? 

Some exhibits are available as part of a virtual tour of the  

museum. Or visit the EPIC’s YouTube Channel.  

I highly recommend this museum 

to anyone interested in Ireland's 

history and people. As a genealo-

gist looking for Irish family, I 

learned quite a lot. 

*In September, the European and 

American currencies were worth 

about the same amount, so €18 

was about $18. 

 
 

EPIC  The Irish Emigration Museum - Dublin, Ireland 
by Diana Quinn 

Links  

EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum - https://epicchq.com/  

Irish Family History Centre - https://epicchq.com/explore/irish-family-history-centre/  

Virtual Tour of the EPIC Museum - https://dublin.epicchq.com/virtual-tour-epic-the-irish-emigration-museum 

EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum (YouTube) https://www.youtube.com/c/EPICTheIrishEmigrationMuseum/videos 

Sources 
1. EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum (https://epicchq.com/ : accessed 25 September 2022). 

2. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parishes_in_Ireland : accessed 24 September 2022), " EPIC The Irish Emigration 

Museum." 

3. Jkielty82, Entrance to EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum, Photograph, 12 April 2022 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

EPIC_The_Irish_Emigration_Museum#/media/File:Epic-the-irish-emigration-museum-entrance-chq.jpg : accessed 22 September 2022).  
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Death of a Queen 
VBGS member David Leatherwood was 

in London in late September, when the 

death of Queen Elizabeth was still very 

much in the public eye, and her death 

certificate was released.  

He thought most family historians have 

seen plenty of death certificates but 

none quite like this, and wanted to 

share the curiosity with the group.  

While most of us will not find kings and queens listed on family 

members’ death certificates, there is a comfort in knowing 

some things still remain vague.  

Note the official cause of death for the queen is “Old Age.” 

But, while we may find that phrase familiar, most of us will not 

find “Her Majesty The Queen” listed as an occupation. 

(C) Crown copyright. Data supplied by National Records of Scotland  

Susan Eastman 

My name is Susan Bersch Eastman. I’m married and we have one 

daughter. I’ve worked in the legal field for over 20 years as a 

bookkeeper, office manager, and a deputy clerk. 

I started my interest in genealogy over 30 years ago. My research is 

mainly in Virginia. All but one of my third great-grandparents were 

born in Virginia! 

I enjoy reading, cross stitch, and travel. I spend as much time as I can 

researching and learning as much as I can about genealogy techniques 

and sources.  
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Did you know that you can read the current issue of 

Family Tree Magazine as well as all issues as far back 

as 2018 for no charge on your tablet, phone, or com-

puter with a Virginia Beach Public Library card?* 

Add the Libby app to your phone or tablet to borrow and read Family Tree 

Magazine and others. Go to the Virginia Beach Public Library site on your 

computer and follow the links to Libby. 

Download magazines you borrow to read offline when wireless access is 

unavailable (think plane trips).  

Borrow magazines again and again and receive reminders when a new is-

sue is available. 

*If you don’t have a Virginia Beach Public Library Card, apply for one or check with 

your local library to see if this service is available. Virginia residents can also apply 

for a free Library of Virginia library card to access this magazine. 

by Diana Quinn 

1983 2022 

Before it was First Landing 
In the August newsletter we be-

gan looking at the naming of our 

newsletter. In 1989 the title was 

simply NEWSLETTER. That De-

cember, a naming contest was 

launched but no winner emerges. 

In March 1992, there is a slight 

change to VBGS NEWSLETTER, but it takes another eight 

years before the subject is brought up again.  

In early 2000, the newsletter received an Honorable Men-

tion in the NGS Newsletter Competition. One suggestion for 

improvement was to adopt a better name.  

Malcom Simmons, newsletter editor at the time, suggested 

The Gateway because the landing at Cape Henry leads to 

the first permanent settlement and founding of the country.  

Another member suggests The Beach Tree and yet another, 

Peggy McClure, put forward First Landing as “the very name 

that expresses our pride in living in this area.” (Also in the 

running was First Landings.) 

After discussion, a name was adopted at the Board meeting 

on August 24, 2000. And, since the November 2000 issue, 

the VBGS newsletter has carried the name First Landing. 

2000 
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My name is Cindy Meier. I was born in 

Schenectady, NY, grew up in Roanoke, VA, 

and have been a resident of Virginia Beach 

since 1969. I am retired with a BA in Ele-

mentary Education from the University of 

      North Carolina at Greensboro.  

My introduction to genealogy came in February 1993, when 

my Aunt Mary Ellen (my father’s sister) sent me a 2-page 

letter with genealogical information for our Meier 

family. This was followed in May by a history of the 

family going back to my 2nd great-grandparents. Aunt 

Mary Ellen was given the info from her cousin 

Dolores, who had received it from her mother. I don’t 

recall if my father and I had any conversations, but I 

did nothing with this info but file it away.  

I officially started my Ancestry trees in 2012 using the 

info from Aunt Mary Ellen. Since then, most of my  

focus has been on the Meier family, as info for my 

mother’s Garvey family is not as readily accessible. 

One of the joys of genealogy was in 2019 when I trav-

eled to Grundy County (Dwight), IL where my 2nd 

great-grandfather, John Leonard Meier, settled with many 

other German immigrants in 1851. As a result of my trip, I 

wrote an article for Allen County Lines, the Quarterly Journal 

of the Allen County Genealogical Society of Indiana, entitled  

“My Goodfarm Story - John Leonard (Johan Leonhard)  

Meier.” (Goodfarm is the township where he lived.) 

Another joy was this year when two cousins (Barbara and 

Laura Swartz) and I hired a German family researcher to  

research our 3rd great-grandparents, Bernard J. and Elisabeth  

Niemer. This resulted in emails 

with Stefan Schaub, whose 

mother was a Niemer. After 

many emails sharing info, I was 

able to meet Stefan in Cologne, 

Germany in June while on a  

river cruise. He gave me a personal 3-hour walking tour of  

Cologne, where he used to live. 

I love genealogy especially the research, the discoveries, and 

sharing with other family members. 

I am currently Secretary 

for the ACGSI in Fort 

Wayne, IN and a board 

member of the Indian 

River Family YMCA and 

the Norfolk Society for 

Cemetery Conservation. I 

joined VBGS in 2019. 

Member Spotlight 

Cindy Meier 

The Goodfarm Cemetery entrance in Illinois 

Catholic Parish Church of the Assumption of Virgin Mary in Niederheimbach, Germany;  

Heimburg castle behind 

Cindy with the grave of her 2nd great-grandparents 

John Meier and Julia Sorg, in the Goodfarm Cemetery 
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Show and Tell 
The October Monthly Meeting was an old-fashioned Show and Tell.  

Six VBGS members shared a family treasure and the story behind it. Here are the stories. 

A first cousin gave the 

photo to Cindy, saying it 

was great Aunt Emma 

with Cindy’s mother at 

left and her mother at 

right.  

Wonderful! Cindy fell in 

love with the photo and 

framed it.  

Later, after connecting 

with and sharing the 

photo with Emma’s 

granddaughter Pam, she learned otherwise. It is Aunt Emma, 

but the children are her own, her two eldest, Mary and Jo-

seph. So, not two girls, but a girl and boy - the 2nd cousin’s 

father - likely taken around 1921/1922, as Mary was born 

April 1919 and Joseph Aug 1920.  

Upon further examination, Cindy saw clues pointing to it not 

being her mother and Aunt Joan. At that age, her mother had 

lighter hair. The younger child doesn’t really look like Aunt 

Joan but does so just enough that she didn’t question it. And,  

although studio photos with your own children may be  

common, it’s not as common to get a photo with nieces.  

1. Cindy Meier, photo of Aunt Emma and children 

(See Show and Tell on page 12) 

A big Thank you! to Karen Albright and Lori Sherwood for sending in  
many of the missing newsletters - it is greatly appreciated! 

Indexing: Not counting the potential missing issues,  

19 of 137 issues have been indexed … or … ~14% 

      If you can help with indexing, contact Heather at newsletter@vbgsva.net.  

BIG NEWS - no more holes! 

It was recently discovered the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana maintains an archive of VBGS newsletters 

and will be sending digital copies of the issues we lack!  

Archive Update by Heather Wright 

Emma with Mary and Joseph. 

2. Jean Madden –  

Great-grandmother’s Russian icon  

Jean is given anything religious by family members because 

no one else knows what to do with them otherwise. One of 

the items she acquired is a Russian icon.  

According to family lore, the icon was given to her great-

grandmother Frances Beatrix Henderson (who goes by Be-

atrix) by a Russian princess, having been carried by a Rus-

sian soldier during WWI or during the Napoleonic Wars. 

Beatrix flies in high circles. The daughter of a wealthy New 

York banker who married a wealthy man. And while they 

were very wealthy, they were not very happy. One day her 

husband goes to work and doesn’t come home. He moves 

to England. He doesn’t tell Beatrix nor divorces her. He mar-

ries again and is forever out of the picture.  

As a woman of society, Beatrix makes do.  She no longer 

goes my Mrs. Nathaniel Thayer Robb, but by Mrs. Beatrix 

Henderson Robb. She does relatively well for herself; well 

enough to build a beautiful French chateau-style mansion in 

1931 in Marie Bay, Canada. ...And she has an affair with 

W.L. (William Lyon) Mackenzie King, the Prime Minister of 

Canada.  
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2. Great-grandmother’s Russian icon (cont.)  
Upon ending the affair, they promise each other to burn the letters at 

their death. When Beatrix dies, her granddaughter, Jean’s mother, du-

tifully burns the letters. (ack!) But Mackenzie does not, and the letters 

she penned to him are now in the National Archives in Ottawa. (Jean’s 

aunt visits the archive and views the letters but is unable to decipher 

the handwriting. This remains a task to try again.)  

Back to the icon - Beatrix receives the gift in 1929. The letter accompa-

nying it still survives but is hard to read and very fragile. It begins:  

“Dear Beatrix, This icon supposedly carried by a Russian soldier as his 

mascot in the [illegible] war with Napoleon and when I read the other 

day that the Soviet Government had [illegible].”  

Much of the rest is hard to decipher, including the signature. the Rus-

sian people were hiding their icons because the government was col-

lecting them for destruction. The letter closes with, “…Christian Rus-

sia’s winning in the earlier war, I wonder will Godless Russia ever be 

a great country again. My love to you all, my dears, in the happy 

house on 55th street (Washington). And plenty come to you in 1930. 

Faithfully yours, you friend always and all ways.”  

In 2017, Elgin’s wife Carol was researching his great-

grandfather George Franklin Green. Among the finds was an 

Army photo from around 1900. They messaged the poster of 

the photo and found 2nd cousin Kim, who had a lot of infor-

mation on the family and was happy to share.  

 

 

 

 

Around the same time, Elgin and Carol were planning a visit 

to his 101-year-old mom in Oklahoma. They approached Kim 

with the idea of visiting her in Kansas as well, and she is de-

lighted to have them. They also added a visit to the Midwest 

Genealogy Center in Independence, Missouri to their plans.  

Kim is the family historian in her family and shared 

many items and photos with Elgin during their visit. 

One was George Samuel Green’s shaving mug 

(George Franklin’s father).  

This past August, an unexpected box arrived from 

Kim. Inside was the shaving mug sent as a birthday 

present, with a note saying, “I have no doubt 

George Samuel would want you to have it.” 

It is thought the mug was made around 1860, as 

George was born in 1839. Now it sits on the fire-

place mantle, reminding Elgin of his heritage, the thoughtful-

ness of cousin Kim, and how lucky he is to have Cremo shave 

cream and Gillette razor.  

(See Show and Tell on page 14) 

Show and Tell (continued from page 12) 

3. Elgin Green – 2nd great-grandfather’s shaving mug  

George Samuel and Amanda Green 

Signature from letter with icon 

Ivory mug with gold “Geo. S. Green”  

surrounded by a leaf motif. 
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4. Laura Lavene – Uncle Clair Coe’s leather and wood stool  

This is one of four 

stools, a souvenir  of 

sorts from a job. 

Uncle Clair was a 

pilot, an instructor 

in the 1920s and 

1930s before he got 

the itch for an ad-

venture.  

In 1938, a friend 

was a freight pilot 

for TACA (Transportes Aereos del Continente Americano) in 

Central America. Clair approaches the company for a job but 

was turned away due to lacking enough flight hours. Clair 

tagged along anyway and flew for free until they hired him.  

In 1940 he returned home, intending to enlist as an Army pi-

lot and serve during WWII. All is going fine until someone 

comes, pokes him in the belly, and tells him he’s rejected due 

to an umbilical hernia. Clair, upset to say the least, follows 

some friends to Canada and enlists there.  

After the war, he works for Douglas Aircraft as a test pilot. 

Around 1946, a customer asked the owner to recommend a 

Douglas pilot as their private pilot. The owner puts forward 

Clair, who accepts the job and spent the next four years  fly-

ing mostly between Florida, New York, Virginia, and Boston. 

The customer is Harold Sterling Vanderbilt.  

New on the job, Clair was told they were flying to Florida. It 

was night, the weather is bad, and he was not familiar with 

the route - all leaving him a little uncomfortable. The flight 

goes well though and they land safely. Mr. Vanderbilt tells 

Clair, “It was a joyful ride but we’re seven minutes late.” Clair 

promises it won’t happen again.  

And it doesn’t. If they were running behind, he flew faster. If 

they were ahead of schedule, he slowed down. Always arriv-

ing on time, not early or late, but right on time.   

The stool is from the Vanderbilt plane, gifted to Clair from 

Harold.  

Laura ended up with it because, while Clair enjoyed female 

companionship, he didn’t marry until later in life (she was also 

a pilot) and never had 

children. Another uncle 

received the stool after 

Clair passes but had no 

children either and so it 

went to Laura’s dad and 

eventually to her. 

Show and Tell (continued from page 13) 

5. Linn Baiker – Grandmother’s post card collection  
Grandmother Alice F. Ferrell’s postcard collection is special to Linn because both grandpar-

ents on this side of the family had passed before she was born. The postcards allow her to 

to know a little about Alice and what was happening at the time. 

The collection is varied, from flowers 

to Christmas and other holidays, from 

Niagra Falls to birthdays, buildings, and 

even a Taft for President card. 

Most have no writing, but Linn enjoys 

trying to figure out who the people are 

on the cards that do have messages.  

(See Show and Tell on page 15) 
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6. Heather Wright – Great-grandmother’s traveling trunk  

Show and Tell (continued from page 14) 

5. Grandmother’s post card collection (cont.) 
A mystery, the postcards with messages are from 1907-1908. A 

surprise, Linn thought her grandparents spent their entire lives in 

West Virginia but the address changed to Ohio for a time. In the 

1910 census, Linn’s grandfather was listed there as a merchant. 

When they return to West Virginia but when is unknown.  

A few highlights: 

16 Sep 1908, Parkersburg WV – Alice to French (her husband) - 

“We intended coming home Saturday but Bessie (their daughter) 

can’t be ready until Monday and wants to wait. So don’t send for 

me unless I phone you on Saturday.” (Bessie lived in Parkersburg.) 

Unknown date, Robinson, Illinois (Bessie and husband George moved there before 1910) - Bessie to Alice – “Please send your 

recipe for quince honey. I’m cleaning house today, almost through with the kitchen. Got the story you sent. It is getting very 

interesting.” Included with the postcards were a number of newspaper clippings, serials of stories published in the paper. They 

were too degraded for Linn to compile the story.  

The chest is one of two that traveled from Italy to Pennsylvania with 

Heather’s great-grandmother, Mercede Bisogni. (This one is 28”x16”x15”, the 

other one is larger.) She leaves Italy in December 1919 and arrived in New 

York January 1920. (She shouldn’t have been included in the 1920 census but 

was -- yay!.)  

Not much is known about the trunk. There is a crack in the lid, and the metal 

strapping is missing a few nails, but it is as sturdy as ever. Heather uses it to 

store genealogy items and sometimes as a seat. There are faint numbers 

(18089) on the front lip of the lid, but their meaning 

is also unknown.  

Mercede’s original passport is with a cousin but 

Heather shares a digital copy. It was is-

sued in September 1919 and must be 

used within a year. There is a warning for 

emigrants to only purchase tickets 

through official, Italian based companies 

as to not fall prey to scammers. Mercede 

is described as very average, average in 

stature, her face, her mouth, and phy-

sique.  Mercede and Heather are roughly 

the same height. What was once consid-

ered average is now short. 
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Recipe 
Corner 

The above recipe will be included in the Social Committee’s recipe book once there are enough submissions.  

If you would like to contribute a family recipe, contact Debby Christian social@vbgsva.net 

This recipe for 
Grandma Thelma’s Chili  
has been shared by Bobbie Brenton 

I was born and lived on the East coast all my life. I had never heard of chili until my mother-in-law 

served it. She always served it with a hunk of Gouda cheese, dill pickle and Ritz crackers on the 

side. It became one of our family favorites.  

Ingredients 
1 Tbs Crisco oil 

1 medium yellow onion, diced  

1 lb ground beef 

2-3 Tbs chili powder 

2 Tbs sugar 

1 1/2 tsp salt 

1/2 tsp black pepper 

1 1/2 C beef broth 

1 (15 oz) can diced tomatoes 

1 (16 oz) can red kidney beans, drained 

1 (8 oz) can tomato sauce 

Directions 

Serves 6-8 
Preparation Time: 5 to 10 minutes 
Cook Time: 30 Minutes 
 
1. Sauté the onion in hot oil.  
 

2. Add ground beef. Cook until browned. 
 

3. Add chili powder, sugar, salt, pepper.  
 

4. Add broth, tomatoes (with juice), drained beans, and tomato 
sauce. Stir well. 
  

5. Bring to a low boil. reduce heat and gently simmer uncovered 
for 25-30 minutes. Stirring occasionally.  
 

6. Remove from heat and let rest before serving.  
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VBGS 

Virtual Conference 

Many of us use Ancestry.com for our genealogy research, but 

most of us are underutilizing the available databases and  

features. A little time trying suggestions by these expert  

genealogical researchers may positively change our research 

approach at Ancestry. 

 

• At Data Mining DNA, Margaret O'Brien has some excellent 

suggestions in her blog post  

24 Tips to Search Ancestry Records with Great Results. 

• On her YouTube Channel, Genealogy TV, Constance Knox 

reminds us of   

7 Tools You May Have Forgotten About on Ancestry.com.  

• Amy Johnson Crow’s blog gives us more reminders at  

5 Things You Might Be Missing on Ancestry. 

 Learning Corner 
  from your Education Committee 

Getting the Most from Ancestry.com 

Join the Education Committee at monthly 

How-to Class meetings on ZOOM. If you 

have a topic to suggest for the classes or 

this column, please send suggestions to 

dianaquinn@vbgsva.net 

Thank you to Harbor’s Edge Retirement Community for their $100 donation  

to VBGS in appreciation for our classes there over the summer.  

By Craig Fenton, Virtual Conference Chair 

 

On October 1, VBGS had its first Virtual Conference, 

which turned out to be a great success.  An audience of 

45 individuals heard four nationally known speakers 

around the theme, How to be a Better Researcher.   

The speakers and presentation titles were: 

Sam Williams,  

The Double-Edged Sword   

Diahan Southard,  

No tree, No Problem  

Diana Elder,  

Finding That Elusive Southern Ancestor  

Tom Jones,  

Using Indirect and Negative Evidence 

to Prove Unrecorded Events  

Sam Williams opened the conference and spoke about 
the difficult findings a genealogist may encounter and 
how one may address them. Diahan Southard  followed 
and gave several techniques we may use when a DNA 
match has no tree. Diana Elder was up next, sharing ideas 
on how to approach southern research where there are 
many burned and missing records. Tom Jones was the 
final speaker, he showed how indirect and negative  
evidence can be used to reconstruct events and solve  
genealogical problems.   

The Speakers allowed VBGS to record the presentations and have access for 30 days. 

I want to thank the Virtual Conference Committee for an outstanding job. Bob Bruce and Sam Williams assisted in the speak-
er selection. The conference went very smoothly with the help of Heather Wright, who served as Master of Ceremonies, and 
Barbara Murray and Diana Quinn, who acted as gatekeepers. 

We are planning a second Virtual Conference for next Fall.  The exact date and speakers are yet to be determined. 
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You Never Know Who You Might Meet  
by Debby Christian 
It worked again, just like in 
2016 when we found our 
Croatian ancestors’ home, 
church, and graveyard, we 
found our German ancestors’ 
home, church, and graveyard 
(plus we met a German who 

shares the same 4th great-grandfather) - just by talking to 
people. 
 

My daughter Quincie and I recently returned from two weeks 
in the Swiss Alps and Black Forest of Germany. Along with 
hiking near the Matterhorn and para-
gliding over mountains and valleys, 
we set out to find information on my 
two German paternal 2nd great-
grandfathers who immigrated to Clar-
ion County, PA. I had the names of 
the villages, Reute and Oberbergen, 
along with the names of the catholic 
churches where they were baptized. 
 

Bernard Siegel (b. Jan 8, 1809) was 
born in Reute (Breisgau) and baptized 
in Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic 
Church. A lady walking her dog,  
directed us to the church which was 
closed and not in use but we walked 
the grounds and graveyard and found 
a couple Siegel headstones. The bap-
tism record had the house numbers 
listed but the village has a population 
of about 2800 so we decided to not 
spend time searching for the lots and 
to move on to Oberbergen. 
 

Lorenz Schneider (b. Sept 28, 1812) 
was born in Oberbergen and baptized 
in St. Mauritius Catholic Church. This is where the story gets 
exciting. We found the church with its “graveyard” and pro-
ceeded to a small winery to have lunch. Oberbergen is in the 
heart of German wine country.  It was harvest season and 
apparently family owned wineries are common and life is put 
on hold until the grapes are picked. We explained to the own-
er that we were researching our ancestors and she told us 
where a local genealogist lived saying, “Frederick studies Ger-
mans who settled in Pennsylvania.”  
 

It’s a small village and the house was around the corner, but 
nobody was home. We asked an elderly lady on the road if 
she knew Frederick and in broken English she said he was her 

husband! Now, what did she think of two English speaking 
women inquiring about her husband? She quickly got on the 
phone and a young man, who was her son-in-law, appeared 
so we told him why we asked for Frederick. He verified that 
yes, Frederick’s family emigrated to Clarion County and called 
Frederick, who was picking grapes, to come home to meet us. 
 

The first floor of their home was a winery and I noticed a pic-
ture of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Lucinda, PA hanging on 
the wall. I said, “My grandmother attended school at St. Jo-
seph!” That made the connection. Frederick, who spoke Ger-
man, took us to a room dedicated to genealogy and we spent 

the afternoon sharing our family 
trees and history. We even have 
some of the same books about Clari-
on County. The son-in-law interpret-
ed for us and later took us down the 
road to where the old homestead 
was located.  
 

So as it turns out, Lorenz Schneider 
and Joseph Schneider were cousins 
who emigrated to Pennsylvania and 
started a town called Snydersburg, 
in Clarion County.  Frederick is relat-
ed to Joseph and we are related to 
Lorenz, so we share the same 4th 
great-grandfather, also named Jo-
seph Schneider (b. 1705). Joseph 
had two spouses, so I am still re-
searching the maternal side.  
 
 

We email information 
back and forth and 
Quincie uses Google 
Translate. Frederick has 
visited Clarion County 
three times and if he re-
turns, we plan to meet 
again… or maybe on our 
next Germany trip. 

St. Mauritius Catholic Church, in Oberbergen 

Quince and Debby at  

Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church, in Reute 
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Help is here, VBGS Mentors 
Did you know VBGS members can get help from fellow member mentors for free?  

The current mentors are listed below. Check out the Mentors page in the member-only area of the 

website for more information and to contact a mentor. 

If you would like to be added to the mentor list, or need to update your current listing, contact webmaster@vbgsva.net. 

 

 

April Owens 

Converting media 
 

Craig Fenton 

DNA 
 

Debby Christian 

Planning a Genealogy Trip to Europe 
 

Diana Quinn 

Ancestry, Ancestry DNA, newspapers, general questions 

the Leeds method of clustering DNA matches 
 

Diane Fenton 

extreme Eastern NC, coastal NY, RI 
 

Duane Harding 

Basic genealogy, Computer graphics, Google Earth, Google Maps, 

PC computer skills, Mail-merge, Maps, MS Office, Paleography,  

Pdf files, Scanning, The Cloud 
 

Heather Wright 
Legacy Family Tree, Family Search, Weebly 

DNA (23andMe, FTDNA, GEDmatch, DNA Painter) 
 

Kay Knight 
WikiTree, NY Wills and Land Records 

 

Renee Haynes 

Ancestry, DNA 
 

Wendy Bransom 
WikiTree 

Your VBGS  
     needs 
 

Have you thought about getting more involved in VBGS?  
 

You don’t have to know anything about the position coming in; 

just be willing to learn. Here’s where help is needed:  

Digital Archivist 
Work with the Board and Committee 
Chairs to ensure all Society documents 
and photos are uploaded and organized 
on Google Drive.  

Program Committee Chair 
You and your committee members will find and contract speakers for the 
monthly meetings, send out meeting notifications to members, and host 
the Zoom meeting.  This is NOT a one person job but we do need some-
one to lead the team. Can you be that person? 

Social Committee Members 
Help Debby Christian organize social 
and research outings happen.   

You-Tube Editor 
Clip small videos from our growing library of recorded 
meetings to be the public face of VBGS on You-Tube. 

If you are interested in one of the positions, contact Barbara at nominations@vbgsva.net  


